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NOTANDA. 


P ACE 8.—9. of the Addreſs, Fully qualified patriotic 
Magiſtrate,” | FEW 

Some diſaffected Magiſtrates in Wiltſhire could for- 
metly' ſcarce ſpell, read, or write, Two of them uſed 
the Author extremely ill, on which occahon he wrote a 
ſong entitled the Pig with one ear, which the public 
ſhall lee in print, if they wiſh to have their curioſity 


gratifed. The Detractors and Maligners, had repteſen- 


ted, or rather miſrepreſented 'the Author to the late 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, as a Methodiſt and inimical to our 
Government, by which means he was diſappointed of 
the living of Fonthill Bio. 
Page 10. © For Sixpence.a Quarter! — The Author 
may naturally wiſh ſuch ſtatutes were alterable, for 


(as Dr. D*#**y expreſſes it) the benefit of himſel, his 


. 


wife, and his little ones. d | 
Page 1g. *Wealthy ruſtics in Country Villages.” — 
It is well known how they often inſult poorly beneficed 


Clergymen. Dr. South cenſures their rudenels in his 


days. | | 
—— Haughty imperious Reftor, ”*—By the burgun- 


dy, claret, turbot, and veniſon, with which he ſupplied 


the electors of to vote for one of his drudges, 
(theſe rarities came from the Earl's Cellar, and Kitchen 
perhaps) Mr, Mayor, who had the barbarity to put the 
Author twice to the Expence of coming near bo miles to 
preach before the corporation, was tempted to break his 
repeated promiſes; hence the unſucceſsſul Candidate for 
the Lecturefhip and the School, returned home to his 
Family, having emptied his Purſe of almoſt a whole 


year's income. 


It is not oniy untrue, but moſt improbable that ſuch 
a trifling, ignorant, inſignificant Coxcomb, as J. Ar π⁹ 


mould prejudice men of ſuch rank and fortune againſt 


the Author.— J. Lambert Eſq, in the C***, Dr. Sambre, 
Dr. Kent, Dr. John Eyre's, and Dr. Scrope's Family, 
may recollect that his Diſappointment was occaſioned 
by baſe and falſe Suggeſtions, 
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TO 


WILLIAM SCROPE, Esq. 


CASTLE-COMBE, WILTS., 


DEAR SIR, 


Auoxd the numerous friends whom Provi- 
dence ſeemed to have raiſed up, as it were, on 
purpoſe for the encouragement and ſupport of 
an unbeneficed clergyman, when he was for- 
ſaken by his neareſt relations, becauſe he for- 
feited (in the opinion of recluſes) a moſt valu- 
able fellowſhip at Trinity college, Cambridge, 
through marrying an amiable woman with a . 
{mall fortune, your moſt learned and worthy 
father (to whom, as well as to the reſt of his 
excellent patrons, he was a perfect ſtranger, un- 
leſs by the character which he had obtained as 

a diligent 


— — 
py _— 


verſation and ready protection (as a fully qua- 


113 
a diligent pariſh prieſt) voluntarily ſtood forth 
in his behalf, and ſerved him in ſo handſome 


a manner, that he eſteems it his duty to ac- 


knowledge, in this public addreſs, that by the 
liberality of Dr. Scgopx, for many years, he 
ſcarcely felt the weight of auy diſappointments. 

When he was treated ill by ſome, (who 
were profeſſed enemies to our moſt admirable 
form of government, nay, even to their own 
ſpecies; declaring, that they believed all man- 
kind to be rogues) becauſe he rebuked them 
(as a conſcientious miniſter is ſolemnly bound 
to check ſuch troubleſome people) for evil- 
ſpeaking, lying and ſlandering, for blaſpheming 
Gor and the King, for pinching and oppreſſing 
the poor, for ſabbath-breaking eſpecially, the 
ſource perhaps of all their other ſhameful ſcan- 
dalous practices, your father's inſtructive con- 


lified 


(. 

lified patriotic magiſtrate) infuſed courage and 
fortitude into him: by which means he was 
enabled, in a good degree; to diſtinguiſh how 
he might become uni æquus virtuti atque ejus 
amicis; and frequently found an opportunity 
of repelling the attacks of his adverſaries - the 
dull, the proud, the wicked, and the mad: 
for he flatters himſelf, that he may aſſert with 
confidence, none elſe of the different ſets and 
parties, wherever it was his lot to officiate, 
attempted to caſt any aſperſion upon his cha- 
rater. And he promiſes the moſt inveterate of 
his detractors and maligners, if they have a 
mind to alledge any thing againſt him openly, 
in a manner becoming ſcholars and gentlemen, 
that they ſhall have an anſwer as ſoon as the 
almoſt conſtant duties of his ſeveral buſy ſta- 
tions will allow him leifure to return one. Is 
there a neceſſity to remind two or three of this 

deſcription, 


C 


deſcription, who appear to make it their ſtudy 
to revile this laborious clergyman, that he 
ſeldom left a pariſh without hearing the bells 
ring muffled at his departure? 

By you, fir, who diſdain not to follow the 
advice which I/ocrates gave to Demonicus, and 
therefore think you have a right to your fa- 
ther's friendſhips as well as to his gates, your 
client is perſuaded a digreſſion in his own vin- 
dication will eaſily be pardoned. 

If, beſides the income (Forty Pounds a 
year) of the freehold that he poſſeſſes in this 
town, he could be allowed a farther addition to 
what he has for teaching the Day-Boys who 
are not on the foundation, he would have much 
leſs reaſon to grudge his pains—eight hours, 
one half — and fix hours, the other half of the 
week, for six-PENCE a quarter! But, he 


underſtands, that the ſtatutes, formed in the 


reign 


Cog 

reign of Richard IId, like the laws of the 
Medes and Perſians, cannot be changed. O 
pericle, lucerne infundunt oleum ii, quibus lu- 

cernd eft opus. | 
However, with the view of renderin g his 
ſituation as commodious and eligible as it is in 
their power, and that he may, without any 
cringing or fawning, common to not a few of 
our exotic divines, have a tolerable proſpect of 
being countenanced and ſupported as a member 
of an Engliſh Univerſity, the Truſtees have fo 
freely and politely acquieſced in fitting up his 
large manſion for the purpoſe of receiving 
Boarders; and his old contemporary at St. 
Peter's College, Weſtminſter, who behaves to 
him with a brotherly affection, has ſo indul- 
gently endeavoured to remove the difficulties 
that uſually ariſe from ſuch over-parſimomious 
reſtrictions, by an unſolicited appointment to 
the 
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3 
the curacy, and a recommendation to another 
lectureſnip in this pariſh; that he conſoles him- 
ſelf with the hopes of not ſuffering by the 
want of an equal recompence for a part of his 
inſtructions. 

He cannot help declaring it has exceedingly 
grieved and afflicted him to have had occaſion 
formerly to remark, that, now-a-days, curates, 
who at a vaſt expence have finiſhed their 
ſtudies, and taken their degrees at Oxford and 
Cambridge, were compelled, in diſtant and ob- 
ſcure ſituations, to be contented with little more 
than Evangelical diet: ſuch as the Maſter and 
Saviour of the world was feeding upon, when 
it was aſked, Has any man given him aught to 
eat? And he has ſtill reaſon to apprehend, 
that the preacher and the teacher, who is ap- 
pointed 10 comfort the afflited fouls, and ad- 
moniſh men upon their everlaſting concerns, 
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WE = 
is eſteemed more unworthy of his hire than 
lawyers and phyſicians, in places where men 
have a more refined education than the wealthy 
ruſtics in country villages. 

He has indeed heard (though he ſincerely 
hopes, for the credit and reputation of the 
- , Chriſtian miniſtry, the report may prove to 
have a mixture of falſchood) that there is a 
haughty imperious rector, even a dignitary, 
who has the affurance to expect his fellow- 
labourer in the goſpel to mow his lawn before 
breakfaſt, and threatens the degraded drudge 
with diſmiſſion for neglect! O tempora! O mores! 
Certainly the ignorance and puſillanimity of 
ſuch a curate is very aſtoniſhing; why does he 
not apply to his Dioceſan? But what, ah! what 
ſhall we ſay of ſuch a principal? Can this 
monſter, in human ſhape, ever have known 
the benefit of a liberal education? Can he 


have 


Li} 
[i have read his Bible, the offices for the ordi- 
i nation of deacon and prieſt, the rubrics and 
1 canons of the church? In fine, can he be 


acquainted in the leaſt with the rules of pro- 


priety and decorum? Bluſh thou, Doctor of 
Divinity, or Doctor of Laws, who art clothed 
in ſcarlet and fine linen, and faręſt ſumptuouſly 
every day, with thy claret and burgundy, thy 
turbot, veniſon, and turtle, and be perſuaded 
to amend and repent ſpeedily, or thy name may 
be handed down to the lateſt poſterity for 
their admiration! 
Circumſtanced as moſt of the dependent 
clergy are, (from whence can they look for 
promotion?) what is ta be done? To dig, to 
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weed, to mow, to run of errands, (yea, in a 
literal ſenſe) was not any part of their Univer- 
ſity education, neither is it any part of their ve- 
nerable calling and profeſſion. Of ſuch things 

* therefore 


6 
therefore as they have, provided the humanity 
and benevolence of the public will not permit 
and encourage them to diſpoſe, notwithſtand- 
ing (for want of more time and better ſpirits) 
our hypercritics may be pleaſed to rank them 
inter mediocria; how, good Sir, can they ſub. 
fiſt? How are they to ſettle their children 
comfortably and reputably in the world? The 


Poet's obſervation, 

t Haud facile emergunt, quorum virtutibus obſtat 

„Res anguſta domi, 

is daily ſeen to be verified in various inſtances 
among our Eccleſiaſtics, who often deſcend, 
with unpitied ſorrow, to their graves. 

With the moſt unfei gned prayers for the 
happineſs and welfare of your amiable and hoſ- 
pitable family, concludes, 


Dear Sir, 
The ſtill-remembered object of 
your patronage and regard, 
e THE AUTHOR. 


Aug. 9th, 1794. 
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SERMONS. 


SERMON I. 


OBEDIENCE THE PROOF OF OUR LOVE 
TO CHRIST. 


ST. JOHN XIV. 15. 


IF YE LOVE ME, KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS. 


Who can be at a loſs to know whe- 
ther he has a right and true affection 
| for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when there 

is ſo eaſy and plain a rule for his in- 

ſtruction? | 
If we pretend to believe in him, and 
are conſcious that we ſincerely endea- 


VOL. I, 1 vour 


** 


vour to keep his commandments, we 
ſhall have reaſon to be perſuaded that 
our love 1s ſuch as 1t ought to be. 
On the other hand, although our 
profeſſions be ever ſo warm and earneſt, 
ſtill, without actions ſuitable to them, 
they are no better than the leaves on 
the fruitleſs fig- tree, and expoſe us to 
the reproach and puniſhment due to 
hypocriſy. ID : 
But who is this man, (perhaps ſome 
may be diſpoſed to enquire) and what 
has he done for us, that we ſhould love 
and obey him? | 
To which we anſwer, he is no leſs 
than the Second Perſon in the bleſſed 
Trinity; and that he condeſcended to 
take 


1 


take our nature upon him, that he 
might reconcile us to God, by ſuffer- 


ing in our ſtead. 
We preſume not to aſſert that we 

can, by ſearching, find out Jehovah to per- 

fection: but ſurely, as far as he has 

been pleaſed to diſcover himſelf to us, 

we are {ſtrictly bound to entertain the 

revelation, as moſt worthy of our un- 

feigned aſſent. 

In the original language of the ſcrip- 
ture, the word which we tranſlate God 
is a title of the Holy Trinity; it means 
the perſons under the oath, or binding 
curſe of a covenant, who are the Three 
that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 


Word, and the Holy Ghoſt. 
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But of what do they bear record, un- 
leſs of the ſolemn covenant between 
themſelves? The Father, that he would 
accept the atonement, which was to be 
offered by the Word: the Word, that 
he would ſubmit to be made fleſh, and 
become the required atonement: and 
the Holy Ghoſt, that he would be the 
Comforter, Guide, and Sanctifier, of 
all, who believed and acknowledged the 
Word for their Saviour and Redeemer. 
My covenant will J not break. nor alter 
the thing that is gene out of my lips, (ſaith 
the Lord:) 1 have ſworn once by my holi- 
neſs, that I will not fail David; that is, 
the Word, or Son, in whom my ſoul 
_ delighteth. Pſa. lxxxix. 34. 

In 


WE -: 


In another paſſage, the Word, or Son, 
addrefling himſelf to the Father, ſpeaks 
thus: Sacrifice and meat-offering thou 
wouldeſt not, but mine cars haſt thou opened. 
Burnt-offerings, and ſacrifice for fin, haſt 
thou not required: then ſaid I, Lo, I come. 
In the volume of the book (or Bible) it is 
written of me, that I ſhould fulfil thy will, 
O my God: I am contented to do 1t, yea, 
thy law is within my heart. Pſa. xl. 8, 
9, 10. 

Again; the ſame Divine Perſon, con- 
verſing with his diſciples juſt before 
his crucifixion, tells them, I is expe- 
dient for you that 1 go away, for if Igo 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you; but, if IT depart, I will ſend him 


” $4 unto 


4-31 
unto you. (John xvi. 7.) From whence 
it ſhould ſeem that the Holy Ghoſt, 
according to the covenant of grace and 


mercy, was to wait till after our Savi- 
our's aſcenſion, ere he entered upon the 
office which belonged to himſelf. 

The advent of the Word, or Shiloh, 
who became incarnate for our ſakes, 
happened exactly as it had been fore- 


| told, when the ſceptre was departed from 
9 | Judab, and the law- giver from between 
1 | bis feet. Gen. xlix. 10. 

| | As his peculiar name and miraculous 
0 ö | conception had been declared by an 


| angel, ſo was his birth; indeed ſigns 
| | and wonders accompanied him from his 
11 cradle to the grave. The Father and 
| the 
| 


EO 

the Holy Spirit glorified him at his 

baptiſm; angels aſſiſted him in his temp- 
tation; angels ſtrengthened him in the 
agonies of his paſſion; all nature was 
in commotion and diſorder at his death; 
angels, whoſe deſcent from heaven was 
followed by a great and tremendous 
earthquake, releaſed him from the tomb, 
and announced the joyful tidings of his 

reſurrection | 

Nor was the intereſting event which 
ſucceeded without ſufficient confirma- 
tion; for, after that he, through the Holy 

_ Ghoſt, had given inſtructions to the apoſtles 
whom he had choſen, to whom alſo he bad 
ſhewed himſelf alive after his paſſion by 
many infallible tokens, being ſeen of them 
forty 


forty days, and ſpeaking of the things that 
pertained to the kingdom of God; eſpecially 
of the Father's promiſe that they had beard 
of him, relative to the power which ſhould 
be conferred upon them by the Holy Ghoſt 
he was caught up in the air, and a cloud 
received him out of their fight. And, 
while they looked ſtedfaſtly towards heaven, 
as be went up to the throne of glory in great 
triumph, behold, two men ſtood by them in 
white apparel, who ſaid, Ye men of Galilee, 
 wwby ſtand ye gazing up into heaven? This 
ſame Feſus, who is taken up from you into 


beaven, ſhall ſo come, in like manner, as 
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Wi ye have ſeen him go into heaven. 
| And now he poſſeſſed his kingdom in 
'# heaven, did he remember his poor ſor- 


rowing 


„ 

rowing diſciples? Did he leave them in 
fear and trouble? Sing, O heavens, and 
be joyful, O earth: break forth into finging, 
O mountains: for the Lord ſoon comfortea 
bis people, and had mercy upon his afflifted. 
The mother might forget her ſucking child, 
that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the © 
ſon of her womb: yea, ſhe might forget, 
till would not the Lord forget and leave 
Zion comfortleſs. 

To remove every ſhadow of doubt. 
from the minds of his anxious com- 
panions, and encourage them under 
the very arduous taſk they were almoſt 
inſtantly to begin, their kindeſt maſter, 
the common Saviour of the world, from 


the exalted ſtate in which as both the 


Son 


bo }. 


Son of God and man he was newly 
placed, ſent down the Third Perſon, viz. 
the Holy Ghoſt, the promiſed and ex- 
pected Comforter, who ſhould teach them all 
things, and bring all things to their remem- 
brance, whatſoever he had ſaid unto them. 

Like the ſteps of that myſtical ladder 
ſhewn to Jacob in a dream, or the links 
of a golden chain (a ſimile, perhaps, 
borrowed from hence) hung out of the 
heavens from an unknown height, and 
reaching to the earth, ſo uniformly con- 
nected is every branch of the covenant 
between the Three, who bear record in 
heaven. Fe 

We have ſeen how JE HovAn and his 
firſt-begotten Son (probably ſo named 
in 


I 12-4 | 
in condeſcenſion to our finite capacities) 
have "hitherto accompliſhed what each 


had ſworn- by himſelf to perform. 


Therefore, at the end of ſeven weeks, 


or on the fiftieth day, (reckoning from 


the feſtival of the paſſover, or our Eaſter, 
kept in memory of Chriſt's victory over 
our moſt dreadful enemies, fin, death, 
and Satan) on this day, called Pènte- 
coſt, being our Whit- Sunday, the Spirit 
of holineſs and truth, obſervant of the 
appointed ſeaſon, evinced the comple- 


tion of his part of the covenant, WITH 


TIE GREAT FEDERATORS, or the SWORN 


ONES, in the extraordinary manner, of 
which the portion for the epiſtle affords 
us a particular deſcription. 


74 hen 


( 12 ] 
When the day of Pentecoſt was fully 


come, they (namely, our Saviour's dif- - 
ciples) were all with one accord in one 
place. And ſuddenly there came a ſound 
from heaven, as of a ruſhing mighty wind, 
and it filled all the houſe where they were 
fitting. And there appeared unto them 
 cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it ſat 
pon each of them. And they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to 
eat with other tongues, as the ſpirit gave 
them utterance. 
Let not the infidel and ſceptic boaſt 
and exult, for the circumſtances attend- 
ing the miracle at preſent under con- 
ſideration, yield no fair opportunity to 
form any ſerious objections; becauſe 


they 


1 


they muſt allow that it was wrought 
upon a moſt public occaſion, and ob- 


tained the notice of vaſt numbers no 
way prejudiced in behalf of the Evan- 
gelical Diſpenſation. 

It is true, we read that there were 
Jeus, devout men, out of every nation 
under beaven, then dwelling at Jeruſalem, 
and they might be (as the libertines 
of all ages have ever been apt to 
term ſuch) enthuſiaſts and fanatics; 


yet we are inclined to perſuade ourſelves 


that they were not ſo totally void of 


reaſon and underſtanding, as not to 


perceive the difference between hearing 
plain and illiterate perſons talking in 


their mother tongue and a variety of 
foreign 


14 ] 

foreign languages. But if you eſteem 
it poſſible for them to have miſtaken, 
will you perverſely imagine that a/l 
who heard the diſciples ſpeak were in 
the ſame unaccountable error likewiſe? 
As ſoon as this matter was noiſed abroad 
(the hiſtorian proceeds to inform us) 
the multitude came together, and were con- 
founded, becauſe that every man heard them 
ſpeak in his own language. And they were 
all amazed, and marvelled, ſaying one to 
another, Behold, are not all theſe who ſpeak 
_ Galileans? (that is, men of low birth 

and illiberal education!) And how hear 
Wwe every man in our oun tongue, wherein 

we were born? Parthians, and Medes, 
and Elamites, and the dwellers in Meſopo- 
tamia, 


1 


tami a, and in Judea and Cappadocia, in 
Pontus and Ajia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
in Egypt, and in the parts of Lybia about 


Cyrene, and ſtrangers of Rome, Jews and 
Proſelytes , Cretes and Arabians, wwe do 


bear them ſpeak in our tongues the wonder- 
ful works of God. 

Either admit this memorable fact to 
have been proved beyond all contradic- 
tion, or deny that we have any juſt cri- 
terion to diſtinguiſh the cleareſt truth 
from the groſſeſt deception. 

5 If, therefore, there be in us a real 
concern for our everlaſting intereſt and 


| happineſs; if we ardently deſire to re- 
cerve the end of our faith, even the ſalva- 


tion of our ſouls, it ſhould be our whole 
| buſineſs 
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buſineſs and pleaſure to enquire and 
ſearch diligently into the nature and 
condition of the Chriſtian Covenant; 


and it is no {mall ſhame and diſgrace to 


us, it is a ſevere impeachment of our . .. 


wiſdom and knowledge, that, becauſe 
it 1s repreſented as a myſtery, we will 
not endeavour to comprehend the mean- 
ing of thoſe emblems, figures, types, 
and parables, by which it has been 
communicated to mankind. 
Would we but duly qualify ourſelves, 
by a regular life of piety and virtue, to 
examine the ſacred records of the Old 
and the New Teſtament, God the Fa- 
ther, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghoſt, would love us, and manifeſt 


them- 


E091 


themſelves unto us. Neither would ſuch 
a manifeſtation be imperceptible; for, as 
Jeſus hath inſtructed us, there is a 
method of diſcerning it, which is by 
our love of and obedience to him. He 
ſaid unto his diſciples, if ye love me, keep 


my commandments, and I will pray the 


Father, and he ſhall give you another Com- 
forter, that he may abide with you for 


- 


ever; even the Spirit of truth, whom the 


world (that part of mankind who are | 
ſelf-conceited, proud, and wicked) can- 4 


not receive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, nei- 


tber knoweth him: but ye know him, for | 
he dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you. f 
He uo bath my commandments, and keep- \ 
erb them, be it is who-loveth me: and be : 
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who loveth me, ſhall be loved of my Fa- 
ther; and 1 will love him, and I will na- 
nifeſt myſelf to him. Judas ſaith unto him, 
(not Iſcariot) Lord, how is it that thou 
wilt manifeſt thyſel unto us, and not unto 
the world? Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto 
him, If a man love me, be will keep my 
words; and my father will love him, and 
we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him. 

The faithful and impartial examina- 
tion of the covenant between the ſworn 
friends and allies of man, who reign 
in heaven, it is believed, upon the moſt 
ſolid arguments, would ſo enlighten our 
minds, and meliorate our tempers, as 
to put an end to all our animoſities, 


and | 


(- +8 
and reſtore the peace of the world. O 


that our hearts and affections may be 
powerfully excited to ſo beneficial a 


ſtudy and employment; that the cove- 


nant of peace and reconciliation, which 
has united us to heaven, may inſpire 
our ſouls with the pure and fervent 
love becoming the diſciples of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s, in the trueſt ſenſe, 
Melchiſedec to us; firſt being, by interpre- 
tation, King of Ri ghteouſneſs; and, after 
that, alſo King of Salem, which ts King 
of Peace. | 5 
Bluſh not to entertain your thoughts 
with thoſe ſabjects, which the angels deſire 


to look into, which the prophets contemplated 
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with joy and wonder, which the apoſtles 
. preached unto the world, with the Holy 
Ghoſt ſent down from heaven. 
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SERMON II. 


SINCERITY THE FOUNDATION OF 
CHRISTIAN VIRTUE. 


ROMANS Xii. . 


LET LOVE BE WITHOUT DISSIMULATION, 


WHERE ſhall we now look for ſuch 
love flowing from pure chriſtianity? It 
will naturally be anſwered, Amongſt all 
who profeſs themſelves to be of that 
religion. But ſhall we find all chriſ- 
. tians, who glory in having aſſumed that 
title, and, by way of diſtinction from 
the unreformed, appear to take no ſmall 

| | degree 


_ 
R 
. 2 — 
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degree of pride in calling themſelves 
proteſtants? We would hope indeed 
that, in thoſe parts where the goſpel 
is ſaid to be received in its ſimplicity, 
we ſhould meet with many excellent 
chriſtians. But ſtill it cannot be de- 


nied that, in moſt of the reformed 


churches, there is a great deal of the 
form, and very little of the ſpirit and 
power of chriſtianity. 

Our bleſſed Saviour's words are too 


manifeſtly confirmed in every chriſtian 


community, Many are called, but few 
are choſen. And this 1s the true reaſon 
they are not, diſpoſed to be converted. 
The means of grace are beſtowed upon 


them in great abundance, and they 
© ſeem 


1 93 1 


ſeem to treat them with contempt and 


mockery. 
For, behold, with what reprehenſi- 


ble inattention they fit under the preach- 
ing of the divine word, and how they 
calumniate the miniſters who are ſent 
to remind them of their moral and re- 
ligious duties! 

Muſt ail theſe lights of the world be 
reproached and vilified, becauſe there 
happen to be a few Judaſes amongſt 
them? How would people of other 
_ profeſſions admire this ſort of reaſon- 
ing? - Amongſt lawyers, phyſicians, 
and the reſt, there are men of indiffer- 
ent principles and characters, therefore 
they are all unfit 'to be believed and 
truſted! oe As 
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As ungenerous then as it 1s to argue 
in this manner againſt the latter, ſo un- 
fair it is to condemn the former—the . 
miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards of the 
_ myſteries of God, for the blemiſhes of 
indiſcreet paſtors, who take no heed unto 
themſelves, nor to their flocks over which 
the Holy Ghoſt hath made them overſeers, 
to feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchaſed with his own blood. 

It ſhould ſeem as if it were not un- 
common in the apoſtles' days, for chriſ- 
tians to put on the appearance of reli- 
g10n towards God, and love and friend- 
ſhip towards men, without making any 
ſcruple to contradict their profeſſions 
by their actions; which behaviour ex- 

. Poſed 


1 


poſed them to God's righteous indigna- 


tion, and men's ſcornful abhorrence. 
For nothing is more offenſive to the 
author and fountain of truth, and ſuch 
as are followers of him, than a mere 
affectation of godlineſs. It is impoſſi- 
ble to conceal this deceitfulneſs always, 
even upon earth, becauſe God fre- 
quently ſuffers the deceiver to betray 
himſelf, and men are continually on 
the watch to diſcover the cunning craf- 


tineſs of every oſtentatious pretender. 


Moſt reaſonably (and it may be pre- 


ſumed moſt ſeaſonably) therefore were 
the chriſtians at Rome admoniſhed, not 
only to ſeem religious and kindly affec- 


tioned, but really to be ſo. 
| Let 
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Let love be without difſimulation; ex- 
preſs it not in word, and in tongue only, 
but in deed and in truth. This ſalutary 
| counſel is yet extremely neceſſary; for 
(according to what has been hinted be- 
fore) we have reaſon to ſuſpect that a 
ſincere chriſtian may be eſteemed a ra- 
rity, one of that very ſmall remnant, 
for whoſe ſake we have hitherto been 
preſerved, 

We cannot but be ſenſible that chriſ- 
tians are accuſtomed to expreſs infinite 
love and reverence to the Lord Jeſus; 
and the warmeſt zeal for the happineſs 
of their brethren and neighbours, with- 
out a grain or ſpark of ſincerity in their 


hearts. Do we not often hear and ob- 
ſerve 


„ 


ſerve numbers of preciſely devout ſaints, 
who are at extraordinary pains to raiſe 
an opinion of their holineſs, perſiſting 
in the worſt kinds of iniquity, viz. 
detraction and prejudication,—crimes 
which are moſt ſtrictly forbidden by 
HIM, in whoſe moſt adorable name they 
vainly boaſt? | 

How apt is one man to take another 
eagerly by the hand, and with repeated 
proteſtations declare his beſt wiſhes 
for the proſperity of this friend or ac- 
quaintance? What a multitude of 
choice words and phraſes does he em- 


ploy, in ſaying, what ſatisfaction it 


would afford him if he could have an 


opportunity of promoting bis intereſt 
and 
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and ſucceſs in life; and, notwithſtand- 
ing theſe fine and ſmooth ſpeeches, he 
either immediately diſregards his pro- 
miſes, or (which is much worſe) con- 
trives to do the dependant and ex- 
pectant all the miſchief that lies in his 
power! And why proceeds he ſo ſhame- 
fully? Becauſe he perceives in him, whom 
he thus baſely flatters and careſſes, more 
excellent qualities and endowments than 
are to be found in himſelf. We muſt 
have no knowledge of the world, if we 
have not learned this to be the way and 

the faſhion of it. | 
Having then ſuch manifeſt proofs of 
the deception and inſincerity which al- 
moſt univerſally prevail, it cannot be 
improper 


„ 


improper to put you in remembrance, 
that, unleſs we worſhip God in ſpirit and 


in truth, and love one another with a pure 
heart fervently, we ſhall be deſpiſed and 
rejected both by God and man. 

Let our love then be without diſſi- 
mulation; let us not only ſpeak well, 
but mean well: and if we have any 
hopes of heaven, or fears of hell, we 
ſhall no longer dare to entertain the 
leaſt falſhood in our hearts. | 


There are ſome who try to perſuade 
themſelves that they love God, and yet 


will not endure 70 keep his commandments, 


of loving and forgiving their enemies; but, 


in order to retain their hopes of his for- 
grveneſs, without obeying this weighty 
precept, 


Yn 
precept, they will be very good and 
charitable to others with whom they 
have no quarrel. Such a groſs affront 
to the omniſcient ſearcher of their hearts 
will not be ſo eaſily overlooked as they 
may imagine. Therefore, at the peril 
of their ſouls, do they encourage and 
harden themſelves in any rancorous 
reſentment againſt their enemies. 

God has not propoſed terms and con- 
ditions for men to break, or comply 
with, as it agrees with their perverſe 


humours and inclinations; if they ful- 
fil them, they ſhall certainly have the 
promiſed 'reward; if they ſlight them, 
they ſhall aſſuredly feel the threatened 
puniſhment. The goſpel holds out no 


hope 


„ 


hope which is contrary to its own max- 
ims and principles. If we ſubmit (as 
both duty and intereft oblige us) to be 
guided and directed by that, we ſhall 
never preſume to expect mercy and 
pardon at the laſt great day, for 
having been only almoſt perſuaded to be 
chriſtians. 

Although the ſcripture clearly aſſerts, 
that charity ſhall cloak, or hide, a multi- 
tude of fins; nevertheleſs, we may take 


it for an indiſputable truth, that no 


charity, which does not include the love 
of our enemies, will open for us an en- 
trance into the heavenly Jeruſalem, the 
everlaſting ſeat of concord, love, and 
unity. 8 
Depart 
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Depart from me (we fear) will be the 
ſad anſwer to thouſands, who, from the 
conceit of their own ſuperior wiſdom 
and righteouſneſs, will be for pleading, 
even before the throne of judgment, 
the wonders that they have wrought in 
the name of Chriſt. 

Theſe are the bigots and enthuſiaſts, 
who are ſo ſharp-fighted in diſcerning, 
and ſo forward in reproving, the faults 
of others, but” who never take the leaſt 
trouble to examine and correct their 
own. 


Prodigious/abſurdity! under the ſpe- 


cious pretence of doing God and man 


ſervice, to purſue the only method of 
making both their conſtant enemies. 
If, 


Bp - I 


If, therefore, they rely upon their 
own phariſaical notions, they will be 
moſt wretchedly diſappointed. Would 
it not then become our modern zealots, 


of whatſoever communion they be, 


timely to reflect upon their extravagant 
preſumptions? 
Let them avoid ſtriving to impoſe on 
the world, becauſe there is One, who 
infallibly anderſtands their moſt ſecret 
thoughts: let them deſiſt from raſhly 
hoping that the divine goodneſs and 
juſtice will be reconciled to them, be- 
cauſe (as it were, for a cloak of their 
maliciouſneſs) they regularly frequent 
the places of public worſhip, pray with 
a loud voice, receive the holy ſacra- 
VOL. 1. 8 ment, 
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ment, and are exceſſively fond of hear- 
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ing ſermons; for while they continue 
in the ſame mind and ſpirit, ſerving 


God for their own private ends only, 


| 

f. 

| 
4 by 
1 

l 

t 


4 
”% 
i5 
4 
0 
2 
I» 
. 
} 


loving thoſe only who love them, and 
moſt implacably hating whomſoever 
they have purpoſely made their ene- 
mies, they provoke God to turn away 
his face from them, and deſtroy their 
precious ſouls; that is, to deprive them 
of all eaſe and comfort for ever. As 
ſurely as God himſelf cannot lie, nor 
deceive, ſo. ſurely ſhall hypocrites be 
conſigned to the manſions of endleſs 
woes and torments. 
Whether hypocrites and diſſemblers 


believe it or not, it would have been 
far 


L 35: ] 
far better for them never to have heard 
of chriſtianity, than, after they have 
known it, to diſregard the beauty and 
the purity of it. . 
Who could have recourſe to hypo- 
criſy and diſſimulation, whatever tem- 


poral advantages might offer, if he ſet 
This rule, 


God always before him? 
properly minded, would ſoon become 


the moſt effectual means of baniſhing 


every kind of low ſinful cunning and 


It would make us not only 
aſhamed, but afraid to diſſemble with 


God, and deal falſely in our communi- 


deceit. 


cation with men; it would produce in 
us the moſt awful dread of having all 
our hidden things of darkneſs diſplayed 
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: | — 2 the folemn audit before men and 
4 angels, to our perpetual confuſion, 
Our moſt gracious Saviour and Re- 
deemer teaches his diſciples, that if 
their righteouſneſs exceed not the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, they ſhall 
in no wiſe enter into the kingdom of God. 
The Scribes and Phariſces (we learn) 
affected to exceed all other people in 


purity and ſanctity; and yet they had 
the conſcience to devour widow's houſes, 
and to ſuffer, not only their enemies, 
but (O that it were not too much the 
cuſtom with us!) even their neareſt re- 
lations, to languiſh and to die for want 
of common neceſſaries. If, therefore, 
our righteouſneſs ſhould not go very 

much 
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much beyond zheirs, our lot will be 


worſe than theirs; we ſhall undergo a 
more ſevere puniſhment to all eternity. 
Every chriſtian, then, who perſeveres in 

bis hypocriſy and diſſimulation, who 
pretends 70 love God whom he has not 
ſeen, and ftill bates his brother whom he 
hath ſeen, muſt have a blinded and 4 
feared conſcience indeed! The light which 
1s in him muſt be overſpread with dark- 
neſs, ſuch a fatal darkneſs as hides 
from his eyes the things which belong 
to his peace and ſalvation! 

O, that the thoughts of falling into 


this ſtate of mind may prevail with 
men to aim at becoming chriſtians in- 


deed, in whom there is no fraud or guile! 
If 


1 

If we would have the world ſuppoſe 
that we are ſincere in our religion with 
God, and our converſation with them, 
we ſhould keep our private virtues as 
much as poſſible to ourſelves, and let 
our public virtues ſhine with ſo modeſt 
and fo fair a light, that it may appear 
to all, whoſe eyes ate upon us, we ſeek 
the glory of God, and the benefit of 
mankind, before the higheſt fame, the 
moſt popular applaufe. 

Malice and envy, then, how greatly 
| ſoever they may be mortified at our in- 
creaſing merits and honours, ſhall not 
dare to attack our reputation; our 
praiſe ſhall flouriſh here in ſpite of 


them, and, in the happy regions be- 
| yond 


E 2 
yond the grave, become unfading and 
immortal. 

The unfeigned love of our neighbour 
is ſo nearly connected with, and de- 
pends ſo greatly upon, our love of God, 
that he who loves one, cannot help 
loving the other alſo. Therefore it is 
the moſt inconſiſtent thing in the world 


for us to attempt to reconcile our being 


Chriſt's diſciples, with our hatred and: 


ill-will to any man, even the worſt 
enemy that we have. Wilt thou not 
help and relieve a fellow- creature? Wilt 
thou not be perſuaded to love and for- 
give him who hath diſpleaſed or injured 


thee? Then ceaſe to think thyſelf a 


chriſtian, becauſe thou followeſt not 
| the 
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the ſteps of thy loving and forgiving 
Lord. To profeſs thyſelf a chriſtian, - 
and thus not to behave like a chriſtian, 
if thou believeſt there will be a judge- 
ment hereafter, and that there 1s a place 
of torment allotted for the reception of 
an almoſt, or a half chriſtian, will 
create thee inexpreſſible uneaſineſs, and 
and make thee feel thyſelf to be in 
a melancholy, a deplorable ſituation. 
Thou wilt, methinks, exceedingly fear 
and tremble; thou wilt earneſtly wiſh 
and endeavour to do more for thy own 
peace and ſatisfaction, than to be a man- 

pleaſer, a time-ſerver. 
But how ſhall we paſs through this 
life without being men-pleaſers and 
time 
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time-ſervers? We may become all things 
to all men, as St. Paul did, in this man- 
mer: We may try to pleaſe our neigh- 
bour, as far as poſſible, with a ſafe 
conſcience; but when he expects im- 
proper compliances, or miſunderſtands, 
and therefore miſrepreſents our cour- 
teous but lawful condeſcenſions, then, 
remember, we are to pleaſe God rather 
than man; from thenceforth we are 
bound to avoid his company, but we 
muſt ſtill pray for him, that it may 
pleaſe God to open his eyes, and to 
turn his heart. We need not regard 
his calling us hypocrites and deceivers, 
for he is not to be our judge; we are 


not accountable to him; we ſhould 
eſteem 
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eſteem ourſelves perfectly happy that 


our own hearts do not condemn us; and 
that we ſhall, ere long, be juſtified, and 
have praiſe of God. Men do ſometimes 
on purpoſe, and ſometimes for want of 


knowing better, miſtake the civilities 


of well-accompliſhed chriſtians: it 1s 
as hard a matter to make all „ 
rightly, as to pleaſe all men. However, 
let the world, in general, judge as it 

will, and be pleaſed or diſpleaſed with 
us for doing our duty; we are to pre- 
ſerve the tranquillity of our minds at 
all events; we are not to loſe our ſouls 
for any man's favour, though he could 
give us all the kingdoms of the earth, and 


the glory of them; for one ſoul is of 
more 
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more value than ten thouſand periſh- 
ing worlds. Conſider, O man! what 
it coft to redeem thy ſoul, and then ſee 
if thou wilt part with 1t for all the 
rubies and diamonds upon earth, or all 
the ſtars in the bright firmament of 
heaven. 

And do we love God, and his Son our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt? If we do, let us 
ſhew it, by loving one another without diſ- 
fimulation. If finners love thoſe who love 
them, let us chriſtians readily and cheer- 
fully extend our love to ſuch men as do 
not love us. 

Let us heroically, after our Saviour's 


great example, embrace not only our 


beſt friends, but alſo our worſt enemies, 
with 
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with that charity which is the firmeſt 
bond of all peace, the greateſt and the 
brighteſt of all virtues! 


— 


SERMON 
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SERMON III. 


THE FOOLISH AND WICKED CANNOT ENDURE 
THE WISE AND THE GOOD. 
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| IST. JOHN, ili. 13. 


MARVEL NOT, MY BRETHREN, IF THE WORLD 
HATE YOU, 
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BY the world in this place, and com- | 
monly elſewhere, in the Scriptures, we- | | 
are to underſtand, all thoſe obſtinate = 
and unperſuadeable wretches, who will! 
not receive the doctrines, nor kindly 
treat the faithful diſciples and followers 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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And truly, that, upon ſuch men, nei- 
ther the holy goſpel, nor the diligent 
preachers and honeſt believers of it, 
ſhould make any favourable impreſſion 
is not altogether wonderful. 

Well therefore does the apoſtle ad- 
moniſh us, not to marvel, if the lovers 
and admirers of the pomps and vanities of 
this world hate us. But nevertheleſs, 
when we conſider the moſt grateful 
conditions and glorious rewards which 
chriſtianity holds forth to their accept- 
ance, one would be inclined to think 
that the world would be extremely glad 
to embrace it, and highly eſteem the 
virtuous profeſſors and laborious teach- 


ers of it. The conditions held forth to 
the 
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the world, are faith and repentance. 
The rewards, conſequent upon theſe, 
are the bliſs and the joy of heaven. 
Now, the devotion of the world to its 
luſts, and all other corrupt and ſinful 
pleaſures, together with its manifeſt 
diſregard of the divine propoſals, ſhould 
excite us to ſhew greater induſtry and 


reſolution in adorning the goſpel of 


God our Saviour in all things: that, if 


the world will perſiſt to hate us, it may 


hate us for maintaining the credit of 


our molt bleſſed religion. 
Therefore, in order to prove our un- 
feigned love and affection to Chriſt, it 


muſt be our conſtant aim to follow his 


example and direction; and not (as it 


appears 
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appears to be the cuſtom with too many 
who wiſh to keep friends with the 
world) confeſs him in words, but in works 
deny him. For, of the infinite abſur- 
dities that we daily obſerve, none ſurely 
exceeds this,—to own ourſelves chriſ- 
tians without ſhewing the true marks 
and ſigns of chriſtianity. Which in- 
evitably expoſes us, and our faith like- 
wiſe, to the deriſion and triumph of 
the world. 
Among the ſundry and manifold ar- 
guments of our being chriſtians, I 
ſhall mention only theſe three at pre- 
ſent. The firſt is ſuch a lively faith as 
works a change of mind in us for the 
better, 

The 


* 
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The ſecond, a fixed purpoſe of ad- 
hering to the principles of our faith 
for the future, that the world may not 
ſuſpect us of diſſimulation. 

The third and laſt, is an uniform 
endeavour to convert others who are 
going aſtray, either thoſe to whom we 
are related, or them who happen other- 
wiſe to be connected with us. | 

As to the firſt argument: if we pre- 
tend to mourn and be afflicted. in our 


ſouls for the ſins that we have com- 
mitted, and yet purſue the irregular 


courſes in which we delighted, we act 
moſt impiouſly, and aggravate our 
tranſgreſſions. 
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We cannot be ſo raſh and ſtupid as 
to look for a ſign from heaven to drive 
us out of that broad and enticing way 
of the world, which (our Saviour him- 
ſelf aſſures us) leads to endleſs miſery 
and deſtruction, 

There needs no miracle to induce us, 
when we have gotten into a road which 
(we hear) is infeſted with thieves and 
robbers, (who will certainly ſtrip and 
murder us) to provide for our defence 
and ſafety without delay, and to turn 
out of it while there ſeems to be a 
proſpect of our retreating unhurt. 

And would we demand that a per- 
ſon ſhould riſe from the dead, to con- 
vince us that there is infinitely more 

| neceſſity 


11 


neceſſity to prepare our ſpiritual ar- 


mour, and eſcape inſtantly from the 
way wherein the powers of darkneſs lie 
in wait to ſpoil and ſlay us? All, there- 
fore, who have ears to hear, and hearts 
70 under tand, will perceive that we can- 
not endeavour too early, but indeed we 
may endeayour too late, to avoid the 
ſnares and temptations of the devil, 
when, perhaps, we are juſt cloſing the 
eyes of the body in death temporal, 
and reſigning our ſouls to death eternal; 
that is, not a ſtate of inſenſibility, but 


a ſtate void even of the moſt diſtant 


hope of deliverance from pain and tor- 
ment! The grace of God 1s not at 


our will and command. The longer 
E 2 | We 


Es 0 


we defer to embrace it, the more do we 
affront, and (as it were) compel the 
Holy Spirit to withdraw his neceſſary 
aid and influence from us. He reſiſts 
and leaves the proud and thoughtleſs 
to themſelves, but delights to dwell 
with the humble and the diligent, who 
watch and pray, who hunger and thirſt, 
after their Lord's imputed righteouſ- 
neſs, who are unfeignedly concerned 
for all their miſcarriages and offences, 
and therefore moſt anxiouſly deſirous 
of being reconciled to God the Father, 
through the ineſtimable merits of his 
firſt-begotten and beloved Son, in whom 
alone he is well pleaſed. I 


Since, 


1 


Since, therefore, we muſt know from 
the clear dictates of reaſon, as well as 
from the light of revelation, that a 
ſound faith, and godly ſorrow, alone, 
can produce in our minds repentance 
to ſalvation, I ſhall not ſtay to involve 
you in perplexities, by examining how 
near a feigned anxiety and diſtreſs may 
oftentimes approach viſibly to (what 
men are apt to reckon) a deep ſorrow 
and concern for our fins. There 1s 
a judge perpetually at hand, who will 
be able to reſolve this matter in a mo- 
ment. I refer you to h/m—no ſtranger 
(I ſhould imagine) to any of us; he is 
wont to be fair and impartial, for 
who can be a truer judge of a man's 

thoughts 
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1 
thoughts and actions, than his own 
conſcience? 1 
As to the ſecond argument: if our 
purpoſe to adhere to the principles of 
our faith be not properly grounded, 
depend upon it, our conduct in future 
will be doubtful and variable, therefore 
liable to be ſuſpected by the world of 
inſincerity and diſſimulation. 
It may be in our power, for a time, 


to deceive and impoſe upon mankind, 
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but ſtill our artful contrivances wall 


not ſucceed without betraying us ſome- 
times at leaſt, | 
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The curious prying world will nicely 
compare our faith, and our actions, and 
it will require a ſtricter guard and cau- 

| tion, 


Hz 


tion, than was ever attained to by the 
moſt wary and wily hypocrites, to keep 
the maſk on, and fave ourſelves from 
detection. But admit that it be very 
poſſible to prevent diſcovering our in- 
ſincerity to the world, Do not our own 
bearts, and does not God, who is greater 
than our hearts, know it? 

Remember Ananias and Sapphira! 

Dying men will tell us, and (I fancy) 
we may allow them to be ſincere, that, 
-now they are departing from the body 
to be preſent with the Lord, they ſee 
things as they are, and wiſh from their 


very ſouls, that, like upright Job or 
Nathanael, they had never practiſed any 


ſort of guile. 
In 
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In this trying ſeaſon they are under 
the greateſt fears and apprehenſions 
about meeting their offended Maker and 


Judge; offended (as their accuſing con- 


ſciences tell them) becauſe they ſpent 
the beſt of their days in empty diver- 
fions, and ſcarcely ſerved God—even 
with the dregs of life. | | 
Whilſt our belief and our practice 
agree, notwithſtanding the ill-natured 
world may not chooſe to commend, ſtill 
it cannot juſtly blame our converſation. 
But we may reſt aſſured, that all thoſe 


Who are not of the world, that 1s, the 


friends of piety and virtue, will com- 
mend and honour us, for proving the 
excellence of our faith by the ſuitable- 
neſs of our works. And 


Mos 

And then, as we are not to marvel, ſo 
ſhall we have no reaſon to care, if the 
world hate us. 7 | 

Let them count it ſtrange, that we 
do not follow their opinions, cuſtoms, 
and faſhions, and therefore revile and 
ſcoff at us. They only behave juſt as 
Chriſt propheſied they would. How- 
ever, this is a ſubject. of no ſmall won- 
der and aſtoniſhment, that they do not 
ceaſe to hate and ſpeak evil of us, when, 


do what they will, Providence ſo orders 


it, that, in the end, they defeat their 


own purpoſes, 

Although the brilliancy of the ſtars 
may be hid, till it never can be extin- 
guiſhed by the clouds which now and 
then obſcure them. 2 
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The miſchief which the conſpiracy of 
the world meditates againſt the diſci- 
ples of "Chriſt, moſt uſually falls even 
here, but always, with abſolute cer- 
tainty, hereafter, upon the heads of all 

their'enemies and perſecutors. 
Troubleſome and vexatious as theſe 
ungodly men are to chriſtians, they are 
only doing them, undeſignedly, an in- 
credible ſervice; for they increaſe the 
weight of every ſufferer's future recom- 
pence. The more that believers en- 
dure for righteouſneſs' ſake, the more 
occaſion they have (it 1s our Lord him 
ſelf who ſo informs them) 10 rejoice and 
be exceeding glad. Inſtead therefore of 
being dejected, when affliction or perſe- 
cution 
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cution ariſes, every chriſtian ſhould be 


* 


of good cheer, and take comfort from 
the goſpel promiſes. He ſhould addreſs 
his petitions boldly to the throne of 
grace, and thence ſeek ſupport under 
the heavieſt croſſes, that he may be en- 
abled to overcome the world, and en- 
dure his difficulties and trials patiently 
and reſolutely unto the end. 

He ſhould receive and conſider his 
preſent tribulation as a jewel to beau- 
tify his immortal unfading crown. He 
ſhould cheerfully commit himſelf unto 
God, to bring him to the end of this 
perilous and uncertain life, through 
good report, or evil report; through 
much joy, or much ſorrow, as it ſhall 

ſeem 
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ſeem beſt to his ee wiſdom 
and goodneſs. 
Our reputation, our life, our inhe- 


ritance in heaven, are quite ſecure, ſo 


long as we ſtand faſt in the faith, ac- 


quit ourſelves like men, and are ſtrong 
in the Lord, who is to us both our 


righteouſneſs and our ſalvation. For 


his face is ever againſt them who mali- 
ciouſly watch for our halting, and lay 


ſnares to catch us (as Chriſt's adver- 
ſaries did him) in our converſation and 
manners. 

We know what ſort of conſtruction 
the Jews put upon our Saviour's diſ- 
courſes and miracles; how they cenſured 
him for . publicans and ſinners, 

calling 


62 1 


calling himſelf the ſon of God, and ſay- 
ing, that he was a king. But who can 
help obſerving with pleaſure, that God 
cauſed this envy and ſpite to produce 
nothing but their own ſhame and con- 
fuſion? 

And is it not beyond all manner of 
doubt, that the world ſtill continues to 
buſy itſelf with attempts to diſcover, in 


order to magnify, the ſlips and faults 
of believers ? 


© But bleſſed be God; thoſe chriſtians 


who ſeem to be in the happy number 
of the elect, endeavour to walk ſo cir- 
cumſpectly, upon the whole, as to give 
no other offence to the world, than in 
not following the diſſolute example of 

\ the 
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62 
the luke warm and the unfaithful, who 


run into ſuch exceſſes as afford counte- 


nance and encouragement to atheiſm 


and irreligion. | 2 


Far be it from any of us to obey the 
precepts of chriſtianity, merely with 
the view of ſtirring up the malice and 


envy of the mocking and ſcoffing world 


| againſt us! Nay, rather let it be our 


noble, our diſintereſted purpoſe, by our 
perſeverance in the faith, which was once 
delivered to the ſaints, to animate them 
to ſet their affections, as we do, upon 
heavenly- glories, and not upon earthly 
vanities. | 
Chriſtianity, like the father of lights, 
from whom it ſprang, conſults the good 
and 


1 


and welfare of the whole world; and 
would have its diſciples baniſh all ſelf- 
iſnhneſs from their breaſts; and conſe- 


* 


quently embrace, with the moſt cordial 
love and affection, and ſo actually pro- 
mote the happineſs of all men. 

It is by this conduct only that chriſ- 
tians can ſhew their own faith to be 
pure, ſincere, and without any tincture 
of diſſimulation, and thereby bring the 
glory, that we are commanded, to our 
Father who is in heaven. 

From whence I am led neceſſarily to 
conſider the third and laſt argument 
that I have mentioned; of our being 
chriſtians in deed and in truth. 


Having 
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Having had our converſation honeſt in 
the <world, we are obliged, as opportu- 
nities offer, to attempt the amendment, 


reformation, and converſion of all whom 


we ſee going aſtray, by our inſtruction, 
as well as by our example. When - thou 
art converted, (ſays Chriſt to the apoſtle) 
frengthen thy brethren. He who has caſt 
the beam out of his own eye, has ſome li- 
berty to admoniſh a failing brother 70 
caſt out the mote which is in his eye. 
This is not ie one Ethiopian reproving 
another Ethiopian for the colour of his 
ſhin; or, as one leopard ridiculing another 
leopard for his ſpots. 71 
Therefore, on the ſuppoſition that 


we have waſhed out our own ſtains and 
blemiſhes, 


ol 


blemiſhes, none, who have a due con- 


cern- for their preſent and future hap- 


pineſs, will be diſpleaſed with us for 
admoniſhing them zo repent, and fee From 
the wrath to come. Becauſe they will 


have ample proof, that, like viſe and 


| feilful phyſicians, we have firft healed aur 
ſelves. 

It is almoſt as :mpoſlible for pious 
and true chriſtians to forbear their be- 
nevolent endeavours to bring men to 


eternal ſalvation, as it is for the ſun in 
the faireſt day, or the ſtars in the 


cleareſt night, to ceaſe ſhining. For, 
as Jeſus went about doing good, to ſeek 
and ſave that which otherwiſe would 


have periſhed everlaſtingly, ſo do all his 
VOL. I. 1 real 
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real diſciples rejoice to act in humble imi- 
tation of him. But, whatever good they 
do in the world, they do with ſo much 
ingenuity and modeſty as to avoid giving 
it the leaſt air of vanity ;—becauſe they 
covet not the praiſes and applauſes of 
the world, being contented to wait for 
the praiſe and approbation of their 
God. 
If calumniators and detractors will 


miſconſtrue their actions, and not allow 
them to flow from a right intention, 
it is a diſappointment which they rather 
expect than deſerve. 15 
How great umbrage the Jews in ge- 
neral, but eſpecially the rich and great 
ones of Jeruſalem, took at Chriſt's doc- 
trine 


* 
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trine of humility, meekneſs, and truth, 


it would appear as an affront for me to 


ſpeak at large in a chriſtian congrega- 
tion—who, undoubtedly, are acquainted 
with all the marvellous particulars of 


his moſt intereſting ſtory. Neverthe- 
leſs, there can be no harm 70 put you 


always in remembrance of theſe things, 
though ye know them, and be eſtabliſhed in 
the important truth. If then ſuch was 


our bleſſed Saviour's hard and moſt un- 


merited lot, does it become us to com- 
plain? No, certainly; for when we 
took upon ourſelves the profeſſion of 
chriſtianity, we alſo (if we knew what 
we were about) took up the croſs, to 
follow its meek and blameleſs Author, 

F 2 who 


1 


who neither complained nor murmured 

at the inſults, calumnies, detractions, 
and moſt cruel perſecutions, that he 
daily underwent for inviting men to 
come unto him, that they might have life 
and immortality. 

Had Chrift deſiſted from the mo- 
mentous undertaking which the Father 
ſent him to fulfil, becauſe the world 
hated and reviled him, who could have 
been ſaved? And, ſhould chriſtians 
(eſpecially they who are appointed to 
preach the goſpel) neglect to beſeech 
and exhort men to believe in Jeſus, and 
keep his ſacred ordinances, becauſe the 
world oppoſes and derides them what 
would become us in theſe days of per- 
fidy and peril? Where, 
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Where, in the name of heaven, would 


be their charity and fortitude? What 


hopes could chriſtians, ſo lukewarm and 


indifferent, entertain of being rewarded, 


at the laſt great day, as labourers in the 


vineyard? 

We deny not the neceſſity of preach- 
ing the goſpel to Indians, and all 
foreign heathens and infidels; but ſince 
charity ſhould begin at home, we ſhould 
moſt diligently and fincerely implore 
the aſſiſtance of God's holy ſpirit, that 
we may be endued with ſufficient cou- 
rage and reſolution to preach it firſt, 
with all boldneſs, to the heretics and 
infidels every where to be met with in 
our own country. 


It 


* „ . * . 
2 — „ 2 —— 22 — * 4 
8 rr , 2 
4 * ad 


ener 


18 3 * 
2 
4 


(qe 1 
It is, unqueſtionably, for want of this 
application to the throne of grace, that 
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there 1s ſo much wood, hay, and flubble, 
and ſo little gold, filver, and precious 
tones, (as St. Paul expreſſes it) in great 
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part of the church militant, and there- 
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fore ſcarcely any chriſtianity left among 
us. But though all are not Iſrael who 
are of Iſrael, ſtill the little flock who are 
ſpiritually of Iſrael, ought not by any 
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not yield to dejection and miſtruſt, but 
immediately ſet about their work with 
hopeful alacrity, and ſurely God ſhall 
bleſs and proſper it. . 
Let them (as Chriſt and the apoſtles 
did) perſevere in bearing witneſs to the 
| truth, 
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truth, to the truth of the goſpel, though 
they perceive that they muſt ſuffer and 
even die for it. Let them not be afraid 
to rebuke relations and friends who pro- 


feſs to believe in Chriſt, and yet, all the 


time, follow the maxims and faſhions 
of the world. Let them undauntedly 


do this, as opportunity offers, and they 
will have no man's blood to anſwer for. 


Then, neither the contempt nor hatred 
of the world will be able to terrify and 
rob them of their comfort and reward. 
They who thus confeſs Chriſt before 
men, afford the ſtrongeſt proof of a 
ſound, undiſſembled faith in him: and 


having lived as it becomes chriſtians 


upon earth, ſhall, at len gth, become 
glorified ſaints in heaven. 
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To conclude. Let none, therefore, 
who love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, marvel 
if the world hate them ; becauſe they know 
it hated him before it bated them. If they 
were of the world, that is, immoderately 
fond of their company and their princi- 
ples, the world would love and praiſe them, 
but becauſe they are not of the world, and 
their heavenly converſation ſhews that Chrift 
hath choſen them out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth them. 
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SERMON IV. 
OUR SAFETY 18 IN GOD's PRESENCE. 
| | 
PSALM cxxi. 4. 


BEHOLD, HE THAT KEEPETH ISRAEL SHALL 
NEITHER SLUMBER NOR SLEEP. 


IT is an inexpreſſible happineſs which 
we enjoy, although we ſeldom think 


upon and value it as we ought, to be g N 
under the watchful care and protection 13 
of the Lord our God; without whoſe 0 

knowledge and permiſſion no ſad event 4 


can happen to us. 


No 1 
44 


Ab. 


No people ever experienced, none ever 
were bleſſed with more of the goodneſs 
and loving-kindneſs of Jenovan than 
the Iſraelites; and conſequently none 
ever had more powerful inducements 
to be mindful of and thankful to him, 
who was always ready to defend and 
preſerve them. | 

Whilſt they were cruelly afflicted and 
oppreſſed by their Egyptian taſk-maſ- 
ters, and, moſt probably, had begun to 
conſider themſelves as in the moſt help- 
leſs and wretched condition, forſaken 
both by God and man, they were dearer 
to their heavenly King and Father than 
they imagined. 


When 


1 


When the children of Iſrael ſighed, 
wept, and complained, by reaſon of 
their heavy bondage, under their in- 
human and unreaſonable tyrants, their 
cry went up unto God in heaven, who 
heard their groaning and lamentation, 
and remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, and with Iſaac, and with 
Jacob. And God looked upon, and had 
reſpect unto the children of Iſrael. He 
ſent Moſes and Aaron to them, to com- 
fort and encourage them with the joyful 
tidings of their eſcape and deliverance 
from their adverſities and calamities be- 
ing very near at hand. 

But, to convince them that the words 
which Moſes and Aaron ſhould ſpeak 

to 
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to them were to be depended upon en- 
tirely, the God of their fathers wrought 
ſigns and wonders by them before the 
eyes of the people. 

No ſooner had Moſes and Aaron been 
with Pharaoh, and told him that God 
inſiſted upon the Iſraelites being per- 
mitted to go and keep a feaſt unto him 
in the wilderneſs, than the affairs of this 
people appeared to be in a worſe ſitua- 
tion than they ever had been. For the 
arbitrary deſpotic Pharaoh ſtraightway 
increaſed and multiplied their miſeries 
and oppreſſions. And though they moſt 
humbly beſought him to conſider and 
remove their calamities, ſtill did he con- 
tinue inflexible to all their prayers and 


intreaties. It 
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It therefore was no wonder that, 
when, in their opinion, no remedy could 
be obtained to alleviate their ſufferings, 
they ſhould inſtantly charge Moſes and 
Aaron with having diſtrefled them more 
and more. And they met Moſes and 
Aaron, who ſtood in the way as they 
came'forth from Pharaoh, and they ſaid 
unto them, The Lord look upon you, 
e and judge; becauſe. ye have made our 
e favour to be abhorred in the eyes of 
« Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his ſer- 
te vants, to put a {word into their hands 
to flay us.“ 

Moſes was exceedingly affected by this 
ſevere acouſation, and felt the deepeſt 
concern at the - xepreſentation of the 

melancholy 


t 78 5 


melancholy ſtate to which his unhappy 
brethren were now reduced. There- 
fore, without delay, he implored the 
Almighty to fulfil the gracious promiſe 
which he had made, leſt his people 
ſhould indeed think that he had only 
deſigned to flatter and deceive them. 
And Moſes returned unto the Lord, and 
ſaid, Lord, why haſt thou ſo evilly 
e jntreated this people? Why is it 
te that thou haſt ſent me? For, ſince I 
«© came to Pharaoh to ſpeak in thy 
e name, he hath done evil to this peo- 
e ple; neither haſt thou delivered thy 
* people at all.” Then the Lord anſwer- 
ed Moſes, © Now ſhalt thou ſee what I 
* will do to Pharaoh; for, with a ſtrong 

hand 
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© hand ſhall he drive them out of his 
* country. Yes, I have beheld the ca- 
* lamities, I have heard the groaning of 
© the children of Iſrael; wherefore do 
thou adviſe and exhort them to wait 
* patiently, and put their whole truſt and 
confidence in me. The proud and 
* ſtubborn tyrant, and his hardened mi- 
* niſters, who would, if poſſible, root 
* out my people, (ſuch is their courtly 
* obſequiouſneſs and ſubmiſſion to the | 
* abſolute will of Pharaoh) ſhall not long 
* boaſt and exult in wantonly exerciſing 
their power to vex the children of Iſrael. 
Acquaint my people ſpeedily with this, 
and bid them to baniſh all their doubts 
and fears; aſſure them again, that 
I remem- 


— — — — — 
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J remember, and will punctually per- 
form my promiſe, and that they ſhall 
© ſoon perceive and acknowledge that 


I, the Lord their God, am with them, 


that the Holy One of Iſrael is their 
king.“ | 

When Moſes mi theſe things 
to the dejected Iſraelites, they could 
ſcarcely be perſuaded to hearken to 
him, for anguiſh of ſpirit and for cruel 
bondage. 

Had our faith been tried as theirs 


was, who can tell, whether, in ſuch an 


extremity, we ſhould not, like them, 


have parted with all hopes of ſeeing: bet- 


ter days? But we ought to learn from 
the favourable, and unexpected change 
in 
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in the affairs and circumſtances of the 


Iſraelites, which preſently followed, ne- 


ver to deſpair, even when matters are 
almoſt come to the worſt, when the 
Lord appears to have forſaken us. 
Now, the diſmal clouds which had 
ſo long concealed from the Ifraelites 
every fair and comfortable proſpect of 
their redemption and falvation began 
gradually to diſperſe and vaniſh, Now, 
the light ſo often wiſhed for began to 
break forth upon them, and their ſouls, 
which lately refuſed to be comforted, 
were refreſhed and revived with'a multi- 
tude of joys unſpeakable. They plainly 
ſaw that Pharaoh and his wicked mini- 
ſters would have ſufficient cauſe to re- 
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pent, and be ſorry for having perſe- 
© cuted and tyrannized over a helpleſs 
injured people. The marvellous judge- 
ments which God now inflicted upon 
their enemies, were manifeſt tokens that 
he ſtill loved the houſe of Iſrael; and 
alſo, that their misfortunes, occaſioned 
by Pharaoh's jealouſy, impiety, and per- 
verſeneſs, would be ſhortly at an end. 
They rightly concluded ſo, not only be- 
cauſe their enemies were plagued for 
not ſuffering them to go and facrifice 
to the Lord, but likewiſe by reaſon of 
their being free themſelves from the ſore 
afflictions wherewith God viſited the 
Egyptians. 


But 
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But Pharaoh's heart was not yet 
ſoftened, he regarded not the terrible 
things which had made all the Egyp- 
tians fear and tremble. As if he had 
reſolved within himſelf, Let what will 

happen, Iſrael ſhall ſtay and ſerve me. 
Aſtoniſhing preſumption! Be wile, 
| Pharaoh, and think againſt whom thou 
doſt oppoſe and exalt thyſelf; with 
whom thou doſt contend, He 1s not a 
man, as thou art, neither 1s. he a God 

like unto thine; ceaſe then to incenſe 
and provoke him with thy haſty reſolu- 
tions. Have compaſſion on thy ſub- 
jects, nay, have pity on thyſelf. Art 
thou ignorant that Egypt is almoſt 
ruined? Remember, this is the laſt ad- 
G 2 monition 
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monition to thee, and i improve it to thy 


beſt advantage. 


Pharaoh, implacably enraged atMoſes, | 
ſaid, If thou ventureſt into my pre- 
* ſence again, thou ſhalt ſurely die.” 
Moſes calmly replied, * Do henceforth 
« as thou wilt, I will no farther inter- 
© rupt thee with my counſels and re- 
* proofs. Farewell for ever. 


Many who awoke that day, were deſ- 


tined, ere to-morrow's dawn, to cloſe 


their eyes in death. None, except the 
children of Iſrael, were to be exempted 
from ſharing in the woeful horror and 
confuſion of the approaching night. 
For the Lord God, whom Pharaoh and 
his miniſters defied, vouchſafed to re- 
veal 
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veal to Moſes, and to the Iſraelites, how 
they ſhould ſee their defire accompliſhed 
upon, and how they ſhould be delivered 
from, their enemies who hated them, 
and eagerly ſought their extirpation. 
„Vet will I bring one more plague 
upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; after- 
wards he will let you go, he will ſurely 
- *thruſt you out hence altogether. Be 
therefore of good courage, O Iſrael! and 
borrow ye every man of his neighbour, 
and every woman of her neighbour, 
jewels of ſilver, and jewels of gold. Lo! 
I have given you favour in the ſight of 

the Egyptians, and they ſhall not hefi- 
tate a moment -to comply with your 
requeſts, This night I will more 

 grievoully 
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grievouſly afflict and trouble them, 


who have delighted to afflict and trou- 
ble you, than I have done ſince I be- 
gan to puniſh this impious nation, ac- 
cording to their iniquity and injuſtice. 
For I will paſs through the land of 
Egypt this night, and will ſmite all 
the firſt-born in the land of Egypt, 
both man and beaſt; and againſt all 
the gods of Egypt I will execute judg- 


ment. I am the Lord. Be not ye 


afraid and diſmayed becauſe of the 
terror by night, neither becauſe of the 
peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, for 
I do put a notable diſtinftion between 


the Egyptians and you. I have covered 


you with my wings, and ye ſhall be 
ſafe 


6 


ſafe under my feathers; nothing ſhall 
approach to hurt you; only remember 
this day, and keep it a feaſt to the 
Lord, with holy and religious mirth, 
throughout your generations: ye ſhall 
keep it a feaſt by an ordinance for 
ever.” 

And now, behold the gloomy ſhades 
of this moſt awful night overſpread the 
tand of Egypt. Uncommon cries and 
lamentations are heard reſoundin g from 
every quarter: for the Lord ſmote all 
the firſt-born in the land of Egypt, 
from the firſt- born of Pharaoh who ſat 
upon the throne, unto the firſt- born of 
the captive who was in the dungeon; 
and all the firſt-born of cattle. And 

Pharaoh | 
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Pharaoh roſe up in the night, he, and 


all his ſervants, and all the Egyptians, 


(for there was not an houſe or dwelling 
which this calamity had not reached) 
and he called for Moſes and Aaron by 
night, and urged them not to tarry * 
longer in Egypt. 

Ariſe quickly, I 8 you, and 
get ye forth from among my people, 
both ye and the children of Iſrael, and 
go, ſerve the Lord your God, againſt 
whom we have tranſgreſſed. Take 
your flocks and your herds, and be 
gone, and beſtow a bleſſing upon me 
alſo. And the Egyptians were earneſt 


with the people that they ſnould depart 


out of the land in haſte; for whilſt 
the 
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the Iſraelites ſtayed, they counted them- 
ſelves dead men. | 
In ſhort, the Egyptians were ſo vehe- 
mently defirous to rid themſelves of a 
people fo troubleſome and dangerous to 
them, that, rather than detain them at 
preſent, they furniſhed them with what- 
ſoever things they aſked and required; 
they ſtripped themſelves of their jewels 
of filver, and jewels of gold, and coſtly 
raiment, to gratify and enrich their 
late poor, deſpiſed . and brick- 
makers! 5 
Thus did the Lord conduct and re- 
deem Iſrael out of the land of Egypt 
with a ſtretched- out arm, and with ks 
judgments, 


e | But 
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But Pharaoh and his counſellors were 
not ſatisfied, they were determined to be 
revenged upon Iſrael ; therefore the beſt- 
diſciplined troops are immediately aſ- 
ſembled to purſue them with the utmoſt 
ſpeed, and they overtook them encamp- 
ing by the ſea. 

Alas! Pharaoh, what will thy im- 
menſe preparations avail thee? Thou 
haſt gathered this numerous hoſt only 
to be drowned and periſh with thee in 
the deep waters. Here will I ſtop thee, 
here ſhall my people finally triumph 
over the. 72% 

The Lord now rebuked the ſea, and 
it inſtantly became dry, and he led Iſrael 
through its depths as through a wilder- 

neſs; 


1 


neſs; he preſerved them at their going 


in, and their coming out; but as for 
Pharaoh and his army, the waters which 
had retreated from Iſrael ſuddenly re- 
turned and overwhelmed them, there 
was not one of them who eſcaped. 

Such was the concluſion of Pharaoh's 
ſchemes and enterprizes 

Doubtleſs, for a deliverance fo ama- 
zing as this, the children of Iſrael were 
infinitely obliged to give thanks unto 
the Lord, their omnipotent Saviour and 
Redeemer, and to ſing praiſes to his 
name from the ground of the heart. 

But, if this wonderful releaſe and de- 
liverance of God's church and people, 
from under the burdens, and out of the 

hard 
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hard bondage of the Egyptians, was to 
be ſo particularly and conſtantly ob- 
ſerved and ſolemnized, are not we equal- 
ly bound at leaſt to promote the con- 


tinual celebration of the following re- 


markable events among ourſelves? viz. 
The reformation of our church ;—the 

preſervation of our conſtitution and go- | 
vernment from any conſpiracies, eſpe- 

cially . that properly denominated the 
Gun-powder plot;—but above all, the 
memorable revolution, whereby we were 


enabled to become, and have ſhewn our- 


ſelves ever ſince, the ſtrenuous advo- 
cates for that liberty wherewith Chriſt has 
made us free? 


Was 
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Was it nothing to break forth, as it 
were, out of the midſt of darkneſs and 
the ſhadow of death, into the moſt 
ſplendid light? . 

Was it not matter of ineffable Joy to 
eſcape (as a bird out of the ſnare of the 
fowler) the barbarous and bloody rage 
of Romiſh bigotry and ſuperſtition? 

Was it not a ſubject of the higheſt 
triumph and exultation, to have the op- 
portunity of ſettling our civil and reli- 
gious rights upon a baſis that can never 
be ſhaken, whilſt we act with the ſame 
equal firmneſs and ſpirit, worthy of pa- 
triots, and of chriſtians, obſerving the 
medium between loyalty and ſervility, 
honouring and obeying the executive 

and 
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and legiſlative authority, till ſubjection 
muſt neceſſarily expoſe us to the utter 
loſs of all freedom, the violation of con- 
ſcience, the re- eſtabliſnment of arbitrary 
power, popery, and perſecution. 

Next to that brighteſt and moſt glo- 
rious day, the inexhauſtible ſource of 
ſpiritual joy and conſolation; that day 
which roſe with healing in its wings 
upon a benighted world, and raiſed 
men's drooping ſpirits with the moſt 
certain news of their pardon and recon- 


ciliation with heaven; may the days 


upon which the ſeveral extraordinary 
deliverances of our church and ſtate 
providentially happened, be ſet apart, 


and commemorated by Engliſh proteſ- 


tants, 
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tants, with pious, ſober triumphs and 
rejoicings. O, may no murmurs, no re- 
flections of any parties be heard upon 
them! And may we, by ſtrict holineſs 
of life, and purity of converſation, fill 
deſerve the care and the protection of 
heaven! For, who will pretend todeny, 
that we are fill ſurrounded with reſtleſs 
enemies, labouring inceſſantly to over- 
turn and deſtroy our moſt admirable 
conſtitution? We cannot but know 
that, if the Lord be on our fide, it is no 
matter who is conſpiring againſt us; 
but if he who is never apt 70 flumber nor 
ſleep, do not guard and keep the city, every 
other watchman waketh but in vain. 


SERMON 
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SERMON V. 


WARNING TO REPENTANCE. 


ST. LUKE iii. . 


AND NOW ALSO THE AXE Is LAID UNTO THE ROOT. 
OF THE TREES: EVERY TREE THEREFORE WHICH 
- BRINGETH NOT FORTH - GOOD FRUIT is HEWN 

| DOWN, AND CAST. INTO THE FIRE. 


TRE great and wiſe reformers of every 
age have conſtantly, but more eſpecially 
in corrupt and dangerous times, en- 
deavoured to amend the world by the 
bright example of their own ſteady and 
virtuous conduct. Whenſoever then 


VOL, I, H we 


1 | 
x | 
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IE 
we hear people profeſſing themſelves the 
moſt excellent and remarkable among 
us for their love of God and their 


neighbour, complaining of the intoler- 


able depravity of this generation, and 


lifting up their voices, like trumpets, to 


ſhew us our tranſgreſſions, and rebuke 
us for our fins, it will be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to try theſe ſpirits and their cha- 
racters, that we may clearly underſtand 
by what authority, by what means, and 
for what ends really, they are ſo very for- | 
ward to cenſure and to purify us. Had 


the Jews ſeriouſly attended to the many 


ſolemn admonitions delivered to them 
by their prophets, prieſts, godly kings, 


and other righteous men, they undoubt- 


edly 
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edly would have been better prepared to 
receive their truly royal preacher, he 
meſſenger of the covenant, in whom they 
delighted, when he came to be a h ght to 
. lighten the Gentiles, and to be the oy of 
bis people Iſrael. 

But it ſeems that their principles and 
morals were ſo deeply corrupted, that 
every attempt to convert the generality 
of thoſe free agents proved entirely 
fruitleſs. 

The fault was actually their own, if 
they ſaw not what was the intention of 
the Baptiſt's extraordinary appearance 
and method of inſtruction; it was ma- 
nifeſt enough that he was the forerun- 


ner of the Meſſiah, ſent on purpoſe to 
ng bring 
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bring them to themſelves, to make them 
reflect upon their ways, and turn from 
their iniquities. 

Moſt appoſitely does ba compare 
them to trees, about which infinite pains 
had been taken, in hopes of rendering 
the fruits that they ſhould produce rich 
and grateful, ſuch as might indeed be 
reaſonably expected from them: and, 


| likewiſe, give them to underſtand, that 


after all the coſt and labour, after the 


numerous trials, and moſt powerful 


remedies, uſed and applied for their im- 
provement, if the deſired effect was not 
accompliſhed, their condition would be 
deſperate, they would inevitably and 
moſt miſerably periſh. 

| This 
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This deſcription of the approaching 
ruin of the Jews might have been a 
moſt uſeful warning to them all, if they 


had had ears to have heard, and eyes to have 


ſeen, how they ought immediately to 
have regarded it. 

They well knew thoſe divine graces 
and virtues which it became them to 
cultivate, and which God had declared 

himſelf pleaſed to behold and to reward. 
Nevertheleſs, the more frequently and 
graciouſly he viſited and bleſſed them, 
the more tenderly he cheriſhed and ſup- 
ported them; whether by ſending in- 
ſpired prophets to inſtruct them, for 
the benefit of their ſouls, or religious 


princes to rule and govern them; whe- 
| ther 
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ther he commanded his clouds fo drop 
fatneſs upon their lands, for the food and 
nouriſhment of their bodies; the more 


7 


obſtinately and perverſely they behaved 
themſelves; they kept not God's covenant, 
they walked not in his laws, they lighted 
all the great and wonderful works which 
he had done for them. God, therefore, 
having been thus inceſſantly provoked, 
afforded this faithleſs and ſtubborn race 
their laſt opportunity. If they now 
ſcornfully rejected the fair and mild 
conditions of acceptance that they were 
offered, every proſpect of peace with 


heaven would vaniſh irrecoverably. He 


4 would deliver their power into captivity, 
and their beauty into the enemy s hand: the 
ſword 
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ford ſhould devour Jacob, and the fire lay 
waſte his dwelling-place. | 
All who wiſhed well to and e 
and earneſtly ſought the good of their 
country, were exceedingly alarmed and 
terrified, for they preſently underſtood 
who the trees were to whoſe root the 
axe was quickly and finally 7% be laid. 
Therefore they ſtraightway made it 
their buſineſs to learn by what means it 
would be in their power infallibly to 
eſcape the impending judgment. The 
text, without any farther addition, was 
a compleat information. Hence they 
were reminded, that it was not their 
having to boaſt of Abraham for their fa- 


ther, but in doing works worthy of him, 
whoſe 
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whoſe profeſſions and actions perfectly 
agreed together. | | 
When we recollect the ſingular ad- 
vantages which the Jews had enjoyed 
for ſo many generations, it muſt rather 
aſtoniſh us to obſerve that, like the moſt 
ignorant and licentious - heathen, they 
ſhould be ſo blind and ſtupid as not 
_ Properly to acknowledge and ſerve their 
heavenly benefactor: but, on the other 
hand, when we call to mind their de- 
generacy, their pride, their vanity, their 
ſtrange fondneſs for, and cloſe attach- 
ment to, the enſnaring pleaſures of this 
ſhort and uncertain life; more particu- 
larly their cuſtomary preſumption in diſ- 
ſembling with God; of all which the boly 
ig ſeripture 
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ſeri 'prure bear record, it is moſt evident 
that they wilfully reduced themſelves to 
the unhappy ſtate of mind which ren- 
ders us incapable of judging what beſt 
conduces to our eternal intereſts, our 
pardon, and our ſalvation. 

So, that by examining and ſearching 
Moſes and the Prophets, the Book of Pſalms, 
and the New Teſtament, every ſeemingly 
difficult queſtion about the invincible 


hardneſs of theſe people's hearts, will 
meet with a very admiſſible ſolution. 
They did not perſiſt in their blaſphemy 
and impiety, becauſe they could not, 
but becauſe they would not honeſtly 
endeavour to help it. 


Whatever 
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Whatever privileges and rights we 
poſſeſs, as men, and as Chriſtians, let 
us never entertain too high an opinion 
of ourſelves for them; becauſe this may 
tempt us to abuſe them, and negle&t 
the glorious author of theſe invaluable 
bleſſings and comforts, for which we are 
envied by our enemies on all ſides. But 
let it be our aim invariably to ſhew 
forth his praiſe, and merit his approba- 
tion, upon whoſe protection we may 
wholly depend for our preſervation here, 
and an eternity of ſubſtantial, unfading 
| joy and glory hereafter. | 
A moment's thought will open our 
eyes to ſee whence alone comes that ſe- 
curity which is beyond the reach of all 
interruption, 


( 107 ] 
interruption, and prevent us from imi- 
tating the Jewiſh or any other irreligi- 
ous nation. 

The word of God, we allow, is a lan- 
tern to our feet, and a light unto our paths; 
but who amongſt us ſubmits (as he 
ought) to uſe and walk by it? The 


ambaſſadors for Chriſt, to whom this 


word of reconciliation 1s committed, 
who are bound to preach it to you with 


conſtancy, at the peril of their ſouls, 


beſeech and exhort you to be directed 
and guided by the ſhining light thereof, 
if you are ſincerely deſirous of keeping 

in the path which leads to heaven. 
But alas! is it not to be ſuſpected that 
the wiſdom of this world is too firmly 
| rooted 


[ 108 * 
rooted in the minds of the generality, 
for us to hope that the beauty and ex- 
cellence of ſo pure a light, which flows 
from the ſun of righteouſneſs, will be ſeen 
and allowed, except by a few choſen 
ones, who cheerfully and diligently ex- 
erciſe themſelves in conſulting tHe book 
of life and immortality? 

Is not this the reaſon why it is, in a 
ſurpriſing degree, contemned and diſ- 
regarded? Becauſe men chooſe not to 
regulate their appetites and paſſions, 
It bids us to be humble and meek, con- 
tented and peaceable, honeſt and ſober, 
chaſte and temperate. It aſſures us of 
that which arrogant philoſophers, am- 
bitious ſtateſmen, and crafty politicians, 
are 
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are diſpleaſed to be told, It aſſures us, 
that the wiſdom which worldly-minded - 
men prefer, is not only mere fooliſhneſs, 
but earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh; becauſe 
it is the common and natural ſource of 
atheiſm and rebellion, and their conco- 
mitant evils and miſchiefs amongſt us. 

Where this moſt pernicious ſpirit 
prevails, reſtleſs men hate the lighteſt 
yoke of the moſt moderate government. 
They will not endure any ſort of con- 
troul long, and that of religion least of 
all, becauſe her counſels moſt diſturb 
and ſting their conſciences. 

Whatſoever people or nation have 
arrived at this moſt amazing pitch of 
wickedneſs, cannot be far from ſome 
remarkable deſtruction, 


[ 440 J 
Would to heaven! that we could be 
perſ uaded not to flop our ears from bear- 
ing, neither ſhut our eyes from beholding, 
what judgments are now in the earth. For 
ſurely the mighty voices of the angelic 
trumpets found very audibly, Woe, woe, 
te oe, to the world, becauſe of its offences!” 
And the plagues wherewith men are in- 
| feſted in almoſt every nation under the 
ſun, are viſible ſigns and tokens that zhe 
wials of the wrath of God are pouring out 
upon them for the works of their hands, 
| _ their murders, and other moſt horrible 
deeds, of which they ſeem not to have 
repented. N 5 
O that the edge of the fatal axe may 


4 not ſhortly be turned towards us! O 
| that 


( max If 
that the day of our viſitation may not 
be nearer than we are diſpoſed to believe 
it is! O that we may not cry out peace, 
peace, to ourſelves, when, perhaps, there 
is not any peace for us! 

Has not the great and bountiful Au- 
| thor of the univerſe planted us in a free 
and fertile land, watered and prepared 
it with the dew of heaven, with ſeaſon- 
able rain and ſunſhine for us, waited . 


with the utmoſt patience, and looked. 
that we ſhould bring forth good fruit 


in proportion, ſome thirty fold, ſome fixty 

fold, and ſome an hundred fold? 
Moreover, that we might never be 
able to forget and diſappoint his expec- 
tations, all his miniſters and ſervants, 
both 


1. 

both in a political and religious capa- 
city, are under the penalty of forfeiting 
an eternal crown and inheritance, en- 
joined, by precept, by example, by com- 
mendations and reproofs, by rewards 
and puniſhments, to keep up theſe 
things in our memory and in our 
practice. | | 

And has not this Lord and Governour 
of nature, as it were, to avoid coming 
to extremities with us, moved the heart 
of our gracious and religious ſovereign, 
to exert his authority and influence, by 
repeated proclamations, to reſtrain, in 
good time, if it be poſſible, the deluge 
of fin from ſpreading over this country, 


and ſweeping away every appearance of 
chriſtianity 


1 29 J 
chriſtianity from amongſt the various 
ſets and parties into which we are 
divided? | VT: 

Like Hezekiah, king of Judah, our 
king is not aſhamed 70 enter into the houſe 


of the Lord, and beſeech the divine ma- 


jeſty, with prayer and ſupplication, not 
to rebuke us in his ſevere anger, neither to 
chaſten us in his heavy diſpleaſure. 


He ſcruples not, although the ſpight 


and flagitiouſneſs of all his adverſaries 
are moſt enormous, to ſet us a pattern 
of unaffected holineſs and virtue in his 
life and manners. 

How unpleaſant, how diſagreeable 
ſoever therefore it may ſeem to us at 
firſt, to tread in the ſteps of our pious 

vob. I, I monarch, 


at 2 * 
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monarch, and follow his moſt ſalutary 
directions and commands, yet a little 
exerciſe in the ways of godlineſs and 
truth will gradually remove every diffi- 
culty, and that which once was a weari- 
ſomeneſs and diſguſt to us, will become 
our crown of rejoicing, our principal, if 
not our only pleaſure and delight. We 
ſhall then, with the wiſeſt of earthly 
kings, confeſs, and that too from our 
own common ſenſe and experience, As 
a the purſuits of worldly wiſdom bring 
© only vanity and vexation, ſo the ways 
*« of heavenly wiſdom are pleaſantneſs, and 

* all her paths are peace.” 
If decrees and edits againſt every 
kind of immorality, the contempt and 
| violation 


Hp = 
violation "of almoſt all Laws, HUMAN 
and DIVINE, be not NOW NECESSARY, 
I wonder, if they ever were NECESSARY | 
Are complaints about conſpiracies, 
plots, ſeditions, tumults, profaneneſs, 
ſabbath- breaking; in ſhort, every indi- 
cation of baſe and foul revolt in ſtates 
and kingdoms, both from the higher 
powers, and the MosT HioHEST, who 
ordained and eſtabliſhed them, without 
foundation? See, and judge. I believe 


it is not in any one's power to miſtake. 


Whether or not it be incumbent on the 
public paſtors and teachers, to ſecond 
their Sovereign's good intentions, to 
ſupport the declining cauſe of chriſtian 
piety and virtue, which exalt—and to 
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diſcountenance the too ſucceſsful at- 
tempts of atheiſm and infidelity; which 
degrade—human nature, will ſcarcely 
be queſtioned, except by men of the moſt 

| impudent forebeads and reprobate minds. 
Permit us then humbly to hope that, 
from the melancholy ſtate of affairs in 
the world, the com motions, maſſacres, 
and wars abroad, where the axe has been 
laid, with bloody vengeance, to the fair- 
eſt and ſtatelieſt trees of an empire, once | 
the moſt flouriſhing and renowned; and 
alſo from the diſcontents, jealouſies, 
murmurs, and ſuſpicions in our own 
borders, we ſhall be prevailed upon to 
lay aſide all animoſities between our- 
ſelves, and forſake all thoſe ſins, for 
which, 


1 
which, otherwiſe, God will caſt us off for 
ever. 

Let us therefore, henceforward, make 
it our ſtudy to be quiet, and to mind our 
own particular buſineſs: let us lay the axe 
to the roots of our follies, our luſts, and 
our vices; and when we have completely 
and effectually accompliſhed this moſt 
defirable, this moſt neceſſary reformati- 
on and revolution in the little kingdoms 
and ſtates within us, then, and not be- 
fore, we ſhall be in a condition, and at 
full liberty, to introduce our righteous 


plans and ſchemes for a more compre- 


henſive reformation and revolution in 
the more capacious and larger world 


without us. 
To 


— — 


l - : i * 4 * 
- — 2 * I „ 1 a 
Wms 
=” — 
— ———— -_ OC S——_—— 
. — — — . — — 
_ . — — 


- : LY 
—— 
— +4 - o - 


q « 
4 = - 
Og" PTS + 
2 - * — * _ W 
—_ — —ä—— —2— —'ß w_—_— r — P 
- — 4 - 
_ — — 


—— — 


— — AR ere ar Rus 


- — o -- 


& 4 
\ * $34 
1 
= 
4 
Te 
= 
. 
SS 
L 1 
> 
*£ l 
; 434 
1 
14 
t 
' Z 
- 
i : 
+ 3 
+4 3 
* * 
«© 26 
7 
1 
10 
1 
22 
ee 
CY 
& 11 
* 
wt 
* = 
1 6&1 
i : 
NV 1 1 
F l 
| A , 
4 F 
„ 
nal. 
13 | 1 
'S \ 
11 
+ EM 
1 *&i 
15 . 
7 TY 
i * 
5 83 
" 


\ 10 
. 

— * 
* 77 
4 N £2 2 
F * . 
7 1 

1 
n. * 
1 . 
WW 59 
1 114 
«oy - # 3 
b "ok | 1 
1 
1 
FR * a4 
* þ 
5 * 
” \ 
* ant 


\ 


In } 
To conclude. Spared and preſerved 
we have been, when many paſt ſtorms 


and tempeſts were gathered about us. 
May this recollection. of the infinite 
goodneſs and long-ſuffering of the Al- 
mighty lead us to the earlieſt repent- 
ance, 10 bring forth fruits, the good fruits 
of peace and holineſs, to love one another 


with a pure heart fervently, and to adorn 


THE DOCTRINE OF GOD OUR SAVIOUR IN 


ALL THINGS! 
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SERMON VI. 


THE WAY TO ATTAIN EVERLASTING 
HAPPINESS. 


Sr. MATTH, XIX. 17. 


BUT IF THOU WILT ENTER INTO LIFE, KEEP THE 
COMMANDMENTS. 


- IT greatly concerns every one of us; 
high and low, rich and poor, as well as 
it did this young man, to enquire, with 
the moſt ſincere wiſhes to learn, what 
good thing we ſhall do that we may inherit 
eternal life. 1 

Wherefore 
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Wherefore it will become us to exa- 
mine our hearts moſt carefully and nar- 
rowly, before any of us preſume to 
. anſwer ſo confidently as he did; All 
© theſe things,” that is, all the divine 
precepts, *©* I have kept from my youth up; 
te what lack I yet?” 

Our bleſſed Saviour gave this perſon 
the faireſt and plaineſt admonition, not 
to entertain a higher opinion of his 
own performances than he ought to do. 
My callyeſt thou me good? There is none 
« good but one, that is God.” Which, 
perhaps, we may venture to inter- 
pret thus: If thou eſteemeſt me, to 
merit the title of good, which thou 
haſt given me, thou muſt acknowledge 


me 


1 


me to be God, for he alone deſerves to 
be ſo called, all other beings are too 
frail and imperfect to claim and take 
ſuch an honour to themſelves. Thou 
conſequently alloweſt my authority and 
capacity to reſolve the queſtion' upon 
the important ſubject which thou haſt 
propoſed to me, and my information 
to thee is, F thou wilt enter into life, that 
life which neither death nor ſorrow will 
interrupt, thou muſt keep the command- 
ments with the ſtrictneſs that the law 
requires.” | 

After our Lord's determination, There 
is none good but one, that is God, methinks 


it is not improbable but that even thoſe 


people, who appear to entertain the moſt 
8 favourable 
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favourable ideas of human excellencies, 
will grant the youth, of whom we are 
ſpeaking, was no better than moſt others, 
who labour, during the whole courſe of 
their lives, to walk in all the ordinances 
and ſtatutes of the Lord without blame 
and reproach. His moral habits might 
have been conſiderable, but ſtill they 
had not that ſufficiency, which ſeem- 
ingly he had imagined. 

He, in compariſon of whom the an- 
gels appear to have their blemiſhes ; he 
who knew, and proved that he knew, 
the ſecrets of men's hearts, by diſcover- 
ing the private thoughts of thoſe with 
whom he converſed, quickly convinced 
the young man how poor and weak 

was 
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was the dependance which he had upon 
. the ſtrength of his own virtue, Jeſus 
ſhewed him moſt plainly, that, although 
he ſought to poſſeſs a life of endleſs fe- 
licity, yet he would not have reſolution 
to uſe the means neceſſary to gain it. 
Without eternal life, that is, with- 
out a life, the happineſs of which is 
eternal, the condition of our nature, I 
mean our immortality, would be an in- 
conceivable diſadvantage to us: but ſince 
our being is always to laſt, either in a 
ſtate of infinite pain or pleaſure, we 
muſt chooſe accordingly. The means 
are with, and the end is before, us. 


We need only ſubmit to be at the pains 


of ſearching the ſcriptures, and pur- 


ſuing 
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ſaing their directions, in order to be- 
come meet to be partakers of a bliſsful 
and glorious immortality. 

Theſe may ſo far open our eyes and 
underſtandings, as to bring every one 
of us moſt readily and ſincerely to con- 
feſs our own impotency and impurity, 
and unfeignedly to diſclaim all preten- 
fions to any boaſting of our works: be- 
cauſe, ſuppoſing us to have kept the 
commandments in thought, word, and 
deed, what have we fulfilled more than 
our bounden duty? 

And can this give us an abſolute right 
and title to a life of eternal joy? We 
have more reaſon and ſenſe than to ex- 
pect rewards for paying our debts; and 


have 
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have we the confidence to expect eternal 
rewards for fulfilling temporal obliga- 
tions? Surely it may be preſumed, we 
are not ſo high-minded, we have not 
any ſuch proud thoughts and imagina- 
tions! Leave phariſees, heathens, and 
deiſts, to build upon fancies and no- 
tions of this ſort, which, like the houſe 
built by the fooliſh man upon the ſands, 
will not be able to ſtand againſt any 
powerful aſſault; but be it our pru- 
dence and wiſdom to eſtabliſh our faith 
and hopes on a foundation that can 
never be ſhaken; on the evangelical 
doctrines and promiſes, which, as the 
houſe built by the judicious man upon 
the rock, will defy all the rage and vio- 

| - lence 
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lence of the moſt furious and horrible 
tempeſts. | 

While we ſeek the kingdom of God, and 
to be clothed with his unſpotted righte- 
ouſneſs, it is not poſſible for us to want 
any grace and quality that is fit to 
adorn and recommend us to his moſt 
favourable notice and regard; in this 
ſituation we cannot be deſtitute of the 
wedding garment, which will render us 
well-pleaſing in bis fight. Whoſoever can 
put on this pureſt and whiteſt robe, will 
be moſt particularly anxious and care- 
ful not to pollute and ſtain it with any 
kind of filthineſs, either in his own man- 
ners, or in his communication with 


others: by which means he will be con- 
tinually 


T nay 1 


tinually in a ſtate of preparation to meet 
and ſee the Son of Gop, who is the 
author of this holineſs, when he appears 
to ſentence his enemies to everlaſting 
puniſhment, and reward his ſaints and 
ſervants with eternal life and glory. In 
ſhort, none who wears this ſhining rai- 
ment, which ſpreads its beautiful light 


every where around him, is, at any time, 


a promoter of irreligion and ſedition. 
All who are unwilling to own and 
accept the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for their 
mediator and redeemer, have a' taſk 
upon their hands of no leſs difficulty 
than importance; which is, to keep the 


commandments, without failing in a 


ſingle —_ for, if they do fail, they 


are 
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are eſteemed guilty of breaking the 


whole law. 

And who, in this caſe, "ſhall deli- 
ver them from the curſe and penalty 
with which their awakened conſciences 
threaten them? Who, but that moſt 
gracious interceſſor, by whoſe ineſti- 
mable merits alone a perfect reconcilia- 
tion has been made for the fins and 
tranſgreſſions of all true penitents and 
believers? Not all the greatneſs, honour, 
wealth, and wiſdom, of this world u 
nor all the poverty and meanneſs of it, 
which, by many, are accounted exceed- 
ingly meritorious, will ſcreen any of us 
(ho are out of the protection and de- 
fence of the goſpel-covenant) from the 
wrath and vengeance of heaven. 
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What it oft to redeem the moſt mag- 
nificent monarch, the ſame it coft to re- 
deem the loweſt of our brethren, Jeſus 
died for the fins of both, and be roſe again 
for the juſtification of both, unto the full 
aſſurance of their hope, that their faith, 
integrity, and piety, in their ſeveral ſtati- 
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fading joys of his everlaſting kingdom. 
Think not with thyſelf thus: © Be- 
« cauſe I am rich, and the glory of my 
* houſe is increaſed, I ſhall be favoured 
* in the day of judgment; or, becauſe 


* T am poor and needy, I ſhall eſcape 


« the notice of my judge at his tribu- 
te nal.“ You miſtake, or you forget. 
Your judge is not to be bribed, cor- 

vol. I, 8 rupted, 
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rupted, or intimidated. He is neither 
to be deceived in his obſervation, nor 
flattered out of his awful purpoſe. As 
with bim there is no reſpect, ſo likewiſe 
with him there is no chance of the con- 
cealment, or eſcape, of any perſons what- 
ſoever. According to the works that we 
have all done, before we were ſeparated 
from our bodies, we ſhall either go away 
into everlaſting puniſhment, or enter into 
hfe eternal. 

If it were not for the faſhionable pre- 
valence of freethinking and infidelity, 
it 1s ſcarcely to be doubted, but that 
mankind in general would freely ſeek, 
and moſt gladly find the way (although 
narrow it may be) which leads to an in- 

| heritance, 


= 


heritance, eternal, incorruptible, and 
undefiled. Many a Felix would cheer- 
fully go to Chriſt for eaſe and refreſh- 
ment, if he could but fortify himſelf 
againſt the jeſts and ſcoffs of people 
grown old and hardened in impiety and 
iniquity. Many an Agrippa alſo, if he 
could but lay aſide ſome favourite, fin- 
ful, and vicious reſerves, would be, not 
almoſt but altogether, ſuch as the plead- 
ing priſoner was before him, who, when 
he had heard the ſpeech of the miracu- 
lous convert, owned that he was nearly 
become a convert himſelf, — a convert to 
the belief of a life hereafter, in an eter- 


nity of bliſs or woe. 


K 2 Men, 
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Men, under what is called the ſtate 
of nature, were unqueſtionably bound 
not to tranſgreſs the law which was 
given them, upon the forfeiture of eter- 

E nal life; no ſooner then was this ſtrict, 
but ſtill juſt, law broken, than in Adam 
we all died, becauſe he was our common 
repreſentative: by what means, there- 
fore, could we ſatisfy the demands of 


our Creator's juſtice? Not by repent- 
ance only, becauſe repentance for having 
committed, could not undo the crime. 
Grief for having contracted an immenſe 
debt, will by no means cancel the ac- 
count. A reſponſible ſurety therefore 
muſt be found; of any one amongſt the 
angels we could have no conception; 

and 


Wo 


and who, amongſt the ſons of men, 
would be able to diſcharge ſuch a bound- 
leſs ſum? 


As debtors, who cannot pay their 
own, would but abſurdly offer to pay 


the debts of others; ſo neither would 
ſinners be qualified to make the leaſt 
atonement or ſatisfaction to the infinite 
purity of the divine law in behalf of 
their fellow-tranſgreſſors: ſuch an atone- 


ment, ſuch a ſatisfaction, was required, 


as exceeded not only the abilities of men, 
but even the virtues and powers of the 
angels themſelves. And therefore we 


ſee, that one far above them, one whom 


they were to worſhip, was alone thought 
worthy to be the reſtorer of our fallen 
race. | Here, 
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Here, where our reaſon was at a ſtand, 
the dark cloud that hung over us was 
ſpeedily removed by the glorious light 
which ſhone upon us from heaven. Re- 
velation diſcovered, to the mourners in 
Zion, the way to eternal peace and 
reſt; the joyful, the moſt comfortable 
tidings, the ridings of redemption and 
falvation through the only begotten Son of 
God, who, being the brightneſs of his Fa- 
ther's glory, and the expreſs image of his 
perſon, and upholding all things by the 
word of his power, when he had, by himſelf, 
purged our fins, ſat down on the right hand 
of the Majeſty on high. 

Ie did the compleateſt honour to the 
divine attributes, be fulfilled the law in 


every 
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every point and title thereof; he recon- 
ciled and reſtored the progeny of Adam 
to the favour of a righteous and offend- 


ed God; he, conſequently, revived their 


hopes, and renewed their privileges to 
the life and the joys which belong to 
them, by this moſt wonderful method 


of their adoption. In this extraordi- 


nary, in this myſterious tranſaction be- 


tween God the Father and his Son, 


Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, mercy and 
truth are met together, righteouſneſs and 
peace have embraced each other! May we 
not be allowed to aſk the atheiſt, the 
deiſt, and the free-thinker, upon this 
moſt ſerious and momentous of all ſub- 
jects, whether it is not very rational, 
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very natural, to defire the continuation 
of life, and the fruition of immortal 
pleaſures,-in a ſtate freer from uncer- 
tainties and diſappointments than the 
ſcene of our preſent exiſtence is? And, 
ſince none but the moſt debauched li- 
bertine and ſenſualiſt will deny it to be 
ſo, why do they not impartially exa- 
mine and conſider, whether faith in the 
promiſes and threatenings of the goſpel 
is not to be preferred before all other 
doctrines and opinions? | 
Moſt wretched indeed is the condi- 
tion of every unbeliever! He ſees no- 
thing in the ways of Providence but- 
what excites his complaints and mur- 
murs; either his riches do not afford 


him 
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him the health and diverfion which he 


expected, or his ſchemes and projects 5 


do not ſucceed to the extent of his de- 
ſires; more eſpecially his deſigns and 
machinations againſt the public quiet 
and tranquillity are uſually detected and 
defeated. Then his hopes terminate, 


his deſpondency and deſpair begin, he 
imagines that he ſhall die like a beaſt 


which periſhes; or, if he cannot per- 
ſuade himſelf of this, his mind is filled 


with fears about that ſtate of life into 


which his ſoul may poſſibly enter. 


But to return to ourſelves, who de- | 


light and rejoice in that marvellous dif- 
penſation of the goſpel which has 
brought life and immortality to light. 

| We 
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We perceive that, whoever will enter 
into life, where there is the fulneſ of joy 
and pleaſures for evermore, without ad- 
mitting and acknowledging the great 
myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeſt in the 
Feſh, muſt be perfect, even as our Father 
who is in heaven is perfect; and that, 
without this perfection, without berng 
holy, and without blemiſh in all his life 
and converſation, he muſt certainly 
hope to no purpoſe. But do we not un- 
derſtand likewiſe, that we who confeſs 
that Jeſus is the Son of God, have ſome 
kind of perfection to attain to juſtify 
our faith, at leaſt, and glorify our Re- 
deemer? Yes, moſt aſſuredly we have. 
A fruitful, not a barren faith, the keep- 

ing 
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ing of all his commandments in the moſt 
unreſerved manner, in our moſt cor- 
dial love to one another, in rendering to 
Cæſar the things which are Caeſar's, and to 
God the .things which are God's, will be 
the only allowed proof of our being his 
diſciples, the ſons of God, and the heirs 
of everlaſting life. 

The real and true diſciples of Jeſus 
neither omit nor boaſt of good works; 
for, ſenſible of the degeneracy of our 
frail nature, they are conſcious that hu- 
man righteouſneſs, at the beſt, if weighed 
in the balances of divine juſtice, will 
be found extremely deficient, and the 
fartheſt from deſerving to receive a great, 


an eternal reward in heaven. 
They 
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They are conſcious that, whatever 
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perfection they may have, they derive it 
entirely from above, from the Father of 
ligbis, the Author of every good and per- 
fed gift, in whom is no variableneſs, nei- 
ther ſhadow of turning. 

Therefore they inceſſantly approach 
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the throne of grace, to pray for ſtrength 
to enable them to walk ſteadily in the 
path whereby they may come to inherit 
eternal life, and beg of God to look upon 
them, not for their own works, but for 
the ſake of bis righteouſneſs, who hath ob- 
| tained eternal redemption for us. | 
This 1s the reaſon why their infirmi- 
ties and paſſions have ſeldom any laſting - 
ill effects; why, if they ſtumble and 
fall, they riſe and recover again, | 
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Here lies the vaſt difference between . 


the ſound and open-hearted, the affe&t- 
ed and diſſembling chriſtian; the one 
uſes the means of grace without boaſt- 
ing, and without judging others; the 
other boaſts, judges, and condemns 
every man who thinks not with him. 


This hypocrite, if you will but compare 


his ſad looks with his bad actions, will 
preſently diſcover that he has much f 
the form, and but little of tbe power of 
religion. The firſt would enter into 


life, by adorning his faith with the 


fruits of a good converſation: the laſt 
would do fo, but how? By accommo- 
dating his faith to his own humaurs 
and prepoſſeſſions. If then the goſpel 

be 
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be-not a mere fiction, if the Lord, our 


righteouſneſs, cannot lie to, and deceive us, 
the phariſaical chriſtian ſhall have the 
portion of his hypocriſy; the upright 
and honeſt believer ſhall have the end of 
bis converſation a crown of glory, — for the 
reward of his ſincerity. 
$5 Ts conclude. Be it therefore the 
conſtant uniform endeavour of as many 
as are deſirous of poſſeſſing the unſpeak- 
able joys of our Lord's heavenly king- 
dom, to walk worthy of their holy call- 
ing and profeſſion, becauſe, though not 
our works, but God's grace and mercy, 
ſave us through faith, yet it is by our love 
und good works, that we ſhew we have the 
faith which is imputed to us for righteouſ- 
; neſs; 
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neſs; and which, being ſo imputed to 
us, opens for us a ſafe and ſure entrance 
into a bleſſed eternity. 

The times may, perhaps, be fo ill-diſ- 
poſed, that we may be reduced to the 
neceſſity, either of parting with our 
earthly treaſures, or denying Chriſt. Let 
us, therefore, accuſtom ourſelves to cha- 
rity and devotion, that we may have 
faith and power to keep the command- 
ments; particularly that of leaving all 
for Chriſt's ſake and the goſpel's, when 
we have no other choice allowed us, but 
to forfeit our temporal eſtates, or to loſe 


our immortal ſouls. 
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' SERMON VI. 


THE MIRACLE OF THE LOAVES AND FISHES 
SPIRITUALLY APPLIED, | 


LUKE ix. 17. 


AND THEY DID ALL EAT, AND WERE FILLED. 


Surrosk we ſhould ſee a perſon, of 
the loweſt circumſtances, and the plain- 
eſt manners, who pretended to have an | 
extraordinary commiſſion from heaven, 
ſatisfy the hunger of about five thouſand 
men with no more than five loaves and 2 
fiſhes, and twelve baſkets taken up of the 
YO CO * Fragments 
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fragments which remained, do ye think 


that we could conclude otherwiſe than 
that he ought to be moſt honourably 
entertained and firmly believed? 

Such a commuſſion Jeſus profeſſedly 
bore, and ſuch a miethod he choſe, to 


convince his hearers and ſpectators, that 
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they could moſt certainly depend upon 
his doctrine, which was altogether cal- 
culated for the everlaſting peace and 
comfort of the world, if it would be 
perſuaded and converted. 
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This amazing tranſaction led the eye- 
witneſſes to draw the juſt inference, that 
this was, of a truth, that prophet who 
ſhould come into the world. But, never- 

theleſs, it wrought not the proper effect. 
| They 


- 
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They were diſpoſed 0 ſeek him, not be- 


cauſe they ſaw the miracles, which were 


deſigned to raiſe their ſouls beyond tem- 
poral proſpects and enjoyments, but be- 
cauſe they did eat of this ſtupendous pro- 
viſion, and were filled. 

From hence Jeſus took occaſion to 
admoniſh them, not to labour for the 
meat which periſheth, but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlaſting life. Can 
I, therefore, employ myſelf more ac- 
ceptably, for the purpoſe of our edifica- 
tion, than to adapt my diſcourſe to. the 
moral and religious improvement of 
our minds? 

Theſe few loaves and fiſhes, ſo mar- 


| 2 increaſed, fed an immenſe mul- 
L2 | titude, 
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titude, faint, and almoſt worn out with 
natural hunger ; and do not the ſmalleſt 
gifts and impreſſions of the Holy Spirit 
_ cheer, refreſh, and ſupport our ſouls, 


when they languiſh, and long for the 
true bread from heaven, and the eternal 
fountain of the water of life? 

The delights and pleaſures which the 
faithful and upright are now partakers 
of, and enjoy in ſecret, are more eaſy 

to be conceived than to be expreſſed. 
Whatever their outward condition ap- 
pears to their revilers and ungodly 
mockers, their exemplary humility and 
reſignation afford them a continual ban- 
quet, a wholeſome and uncloying feaſt 
within. In their pious thoughts and 
meditations, 
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meditations, they feed upon the ffs, 
they drink the blood of Yeſus, whereby 
they are aſſured that they ſhall live for 

Although we have not our Saviour 
and Redeemer perſonally amongſt us, 
ſtill we cannot diſtruſt our having him 
preſent with us, by means of his glo- 
rious ſubſtitute, by the operations of 
the other Comforter in our hearts. And 
if the graces which he infuſes into them 
ſhine not alike in every believer, it be- 
comes us to remember, that he beſtows 
them in proportion and quality as he 
judges fit; to ſome he deals ten talents, 
to ſome five, to ſome tuo talents, and to 


others only one talent, differing, like the 
| brightneſs 
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brightneſs of the ſun, moon, and ſtars, in 


luftre as well as in number from one another. 
Many who have received but one ta- 
lent ought not to murmur and deſpair, 
but, warned by the doom of the un- 
happy wretch in the goſpel, are bound 
moſt diligently to cultivate and improve 
it; for fear it ſhould be their lot to ſuf- 
fer likewiſe with him, becauſe of their 
unprofitableneſs. Men in the moſt 
abject miſery, need not conceal their 
honeſty and piety. If ſtripped and re- 
duced as Job was, to patience only, pro- 
vided they ſtedfaſtly endure, they ſhall 
fee the end of the Lord, that the Lord is 
very pitiful and of tender mercy. He wall 
recompenſe them moſt abundantly, 
. either 
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either here or hereafter, for whatever 
he has denied them at preſent. 

To have ſettled notions of chriſti- 
anity is a matter of the moſt ſerious 
conſequence to our preſent and future 
peace and tranquillity, for without them 
we muſt be in conſtant danger and 
perplexity. 

The principal points of this bleſſed 
religion, on which our faith may reſt 
ſecurely as upon an inynoveable foun- 
dation, are theſe; firſt, that there 1s a 
God, the creator, preſerver, and judge 
of the world. Secondly, that there 1s 
an Interceſſor and Redeemer, who is the 
beloved Son of God, whoſe throne is for 


ever and ever; and whom all the angels 


in 
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in heaven are commanded to worſhip. 
Thirdly, that there is a Holy Ghoſt, 
who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, and is to be worſhipped and glori- 
fied together with them. Fourthly and 
laſtly, that the goſpel which our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſealed with his own moſt 
precious blood, and his apoſtles and diſ- 
ciples, an innumerable army of brave 
and noble martyrs, with theirs alſo, is 
the chief inſtrument of our reconcilia- 
tion with God, whom our ſins had of- 
fended and provoked to anger againſt us. 

1ſt. That which may be known of God 1s 
exceedingly manifeſt, for God hath ſhewed 
it unto us. Becauſe the inviſible things of 
him, from the creation of the world, are 


clearly 


D 


clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things 
that are made, even his eternal power and 
godhead, Who that beholds the beauties 
and glories of the heavens, and the fir- 


mament above us; who that meditates 
upon theſe ſignal inſtances of an un- 
limited power, and the perfection of 
knowledge; who that, with modeſty and 
reverence, examines the moſt curious 
conſtruction and frame of all the ter- 
reſtrial inhabitants, from the greateſt to 
the very leaſt, and reflects upon the 
ſuitable proviſion made for the conve- 
nience and pleaſure of each kind and 
ſpecies, (not any individual being over- 
looked or forgotten) but eſpecially who, 
that ſearches into and conſiders the ad- 

mirable 
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mirable compoſition of the human body, 
together with the exquiſite faculties of 
the ſoul, is not really loſt, and over- 
whelmed with aſtoniſhment, and can 

avoid crying out with the moſt raptu- 
rous joy and tranſport, © Yerily there is 
a God, who formed the heavens and the 
earth, and all thi ngs that are therein; 
great and marvellous are thy works, O 
Lerd God Almighty; in power and in 
wiſdom haſt thou diſplayed them all; the 
- beavens declare thy glory, the firmament 
 fheweth thy handy work; the earth is 
crowned with the moſt evident marks 
and tokens of thy underſtanding, and 
exuberant loving-kindneſs! Thou, O 


Lord, madeſt man, a world of wonders, 
| a ſingular 


e 
a ſingular proof of thy great and mild 


attributes in himſelf. Thou art ever 
mindful of him, and though he is far 


lower than the angels, crowneſt him 
with glory and worſhip, from the reſt 
of the creatures here, which thou haſt 
given him for his uſe and pleaſure, and 
put in ſubjection under him. O Lord, 
our maker and our preſerver, we are ſen- 
{ible that 27 thee wwe live, and move, and 
have our being; we therefore praiſe thee, 
and acknowledge thee to be our God and 
our Lord.” 

2dly. When the Lord ſaw that there 
Was no man, and wondered that there Was 


no interceſſor ; then his arm brought ſal- 


vation unto him, and his righteouſneſs it 


ſuſtained 
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fuſta ined him. The Redeemer, who, of a 
truth, is Jeſus, the Son of God, was choſen 
and appointed, not from amongſt, but 
in preference to, the angels; neither from 
amongſt men, (I am ſpeaking of his 
eternal and ſpiritual exiſtence) but from 
amongſt the perſons in the Trinity; 
baving been fore-ordained before the foun- 
dation of the world. After our proge- 
genitor Adam fell, and forfeited the 
privilege and title of our nature in him, 
to immortal life and happineſs, for in 
Adam all die; all are held under the 
curſe and penalty of the law; all are 
involved in the ſame miſery and ruin 
with him. After this moſt heavy and 


unfortunate loſs, the loſs of our purity 
and 
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and innocence, the loſs of paradiſe and 


of heaven ;—how helpleſs, how hopeleſs 
had our ſtate and condition been, if in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and through his 
boundleſs merits, we had not been re- 
ſtored to the proſpect of life and im- 
mortality again ; if our heavenly Father 
had not parted with his fir/t-begotten Son, 
and this Son had not voluntarily conde- 
ſcended to become likewiſe the Son of 
Man, that he might die for our fins, and 
riſe again for our juſtification. By having 
thus aſſumed our frail and infirm na- 
ture, fin excepted, by having expoſed and 
yielded hiniſelf up to death, even the igno- 
minious death of the Croſs, this Lamb of 
God took away the fins of the world; this 
ſeed 
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feed of the woman bruiſed the head of the 
Serpent; this true Meſſiah delivered the 
| ſouls and bodies of all penitent believers 
from everlaſting deſtruction; this flouriſh- 
ing Vine will overſpread the untverſe, and 
procure unto himſelf thoſe fruitful branches, 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works; 
ſuch as become them ho confe eſs Chrijt 
to be Lord, to the glory of God the Father ; 
who live as if they believed the ſceptre 
of bis kingdom to be a ſceptre of righteouſ- 
neſs; and, as the angels do in heaven, 

- worſhip the Lord with boly worſhip. 

 3dly. We cannot ſay, as certain 
new diſciples did at Epheſus, when St. 
Paul aſked them, i they had not received 


the Holy Ghoſt yore they believed; who an- 
fſwered, 


1 


fwered, We have not ſo much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghoſt: for we 
may know or remember, at leaſt, that 
we have been baptized unto the baptiſm of 
Feſus, in the name of the moſt bleſſed 
Trinity, in the name of the Father, and of 
che Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. We may 

have heard and read, I ſhould imagine, 

that blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall 
not be forgiven to men. Which blaſ- 


phemy, perhaps, we. may have leave to 


aſſert, conſiſts in ridiculing and denying 


the miracles which Jeſus wrought in 


confirmation of the Goſpel. For what 


can exceed this preſumptuous wicked- 


neſs? Who that 1s guilty of 1t can ever 


be convinced; and, if he is not convinced, 
how 
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how is he to be converted; and, if he 19 
not converted, how ſhall he be ſaved? 
How St. Peter could tell Ananias that 
Satan had filled bis heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghoſt, and that be had not lied unto nen, 
but unto God, if the Holy Ghoſt was no- 
thing but a mere quality or diſpoſition 
of the mind, it ſeems not eaſy to con- 
ceive. It were earneſtly to be wiſhed 
that ſome, whom the Holy Ghoſt hath made | 
overſeers to feed the church of God, which 
be hath purchaſed with his own blood, (by 
having ſuffered in both natures, the di- 
vine and human, myſteriouſly united) 
would take heed unto themſelves, and to 
their doctrine, relative to the divinity of 
Chrift and the Holy Spirit, the ſpirit 


1 1 


S the Lord, and not ſpeak and preach 


perverſe things to draw away diſciples 
after them! 

If theſe and the Like expreſſions, name- 
ly, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall teach you,—ave are 


bis witneſſes, and ſo 10 alſo the Holy Ghoſt, 


do not ſignify perſonality, I know not 
what words can ſignify it. And if the 
bealing of the fick and diſeaſed, making of 
the lame to walk, opening the eyes of the 
Bind, the caſting out of evil ſpirits, raifmg 
of the dead, inſtantaneous ſpeaking of lan- 
guages which had never been learned: if 
works of this fort, effected by a touch or 
a word only, be not undeniable evidences 
of divine omnipotence, how ſhall we 


diſcover what are? Therefore, that 
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there is a Holy Ghoſt, who proceederh from 

the Father and the Son, a perſon endowed 
with the ſame knowledge and power as 
they are; and that this perſon is-neither 
to be blaſphemed nor tempted with impu- 
nity, 1s there a neceſlity for me to de- 
monſtrate any farther? I truſt, that 
two people having been ſtricken dead 
in a moment, for trying to deceive him, 
is a ſtrong addition to other cogent and 
forcible proofs, that he is to be worſhipped 
and glorified with the other two Divine 
Perſons from whom he proceeds, and with 
whom he conſtitutes the Trinity and Unity, 
one God, one Lord; not only one perſon, but 
three perſons in one ſubſtance, as the Li- 
turgy, agreeably to the ſcripture, ex- 
| preſſes 


[ 51 


preſſes it. We are now to odfievel that 


what proved the exiſtence, proved like- 


wiſe the deſcent of this third perſon in 


the Trinity, the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, 


according to the promiſe of our Saviour, be- 
fore he was taken up into heaven in the fight 
of the apoſtles. But it may be ſufficient 
only to mention the gift of tongues, a 
miracle moſt ſingularly ſtriking; a mi- 
racle which no art and malice of unbe- 
lievers could contradict, and offer (with- 
out betraying their own folly and mad- 
neſs) to diſprove. If that part of the 
' multitude, who, in derifion, ſaid the 


apoſtles were full of new wine, had any 


intention to contradict and diſprove it, 


they moſt abſurdly aimed to deſtroy the 
M2 credit 
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credit of a miracle, for which a very 
probable reaſon could manifeſtly be aſ- 
ſigned, by attempting to eſtabliſh the 
credit of another, for which no plauſi- 
ble reaſon whatſoever could be alledged. 

Fourthly, and laſtly. It would be end- 
leſs, and, I imagine, needleſs, to pro- 
duce all the inſtances which ſhew us 
that the goſpel is the chief inſtrument 
of our reconciliation with God, whom 
our fins had offended and provoked to 
anger againſt us. Thad 

How far this revelation might be in- 
ſtrumental towards eſtabliſhing a re- 
conciliation between God and our firſt 
parents, in whom we all finned, and through 
whom we all forfeited the life both of body 


and 


( 165 ] 
and foul, is a matter which we cannot 
exactly aſcertain; but there are the beſt 
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grounds for thinking that it contri- 


— 


buted to this moſt deſirable purpoſe, in h | 
a degree and meaſure ſufficient to ex- | bi 
cite and encourage their faith and hopes | | | 
of mercy and pardon through the ſuffer- | 

bf 


ings of Chriſt. © It ſhall bruiſe thy 
* head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel,” 
doubtleſs conveys this meaning, namely, 
* The ſeed of the woman ſhall finally 
te and totally overcome thee, O moſt 
* ſubtle adverſary; and thou ſhalt but 
ein part afflict and hurt him.” In 

theſe words, ſo explained, may we not 
be allowed to aſſert, that the goſpel was 

. preached before the expulſion of Adam 


and 
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and Eve from Paradiſe? Unqueſtion- 
_ ably it was; and the reaſon why it was, 
could be this alone, that the unhappy 
tranſgreſſors might be preſerved from 
the horrors of deſpair. Our Lord and 
Saviour, ſpeaking to the Jews of his di- 


vinity, declares, © Before Abraham was, 


Aan; and ſpeaking to them of his 
[ goſpel, or the good and joyful tidings of 
1 his advent, he ſays, © Your father Abra- 
| * ham rejoiced to ſee my day, and he ſaw 
e zt, and was glad. The Apoſtle, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the Galatians, in- 
forms them that the ſcripture foreſceing 
that God would juſtify the heathen through 
faith, preached before the goſpel unto Abra- 
ham, ſaying, In thee ſhall all nations be 
bleſſed. 
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bleſſed. Though Abraham had not finned 
after the fimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, 
nevertheleſs, being a deſcendant of Adam, 
he, like all who ſpring from that cor- 
rupt root, was directed to look up to 
Jeſus alone for ſanctification and re- 
demption. Who, upon receiving ſuch 
agreeable intelligence, could forbear to 
rejoice and be glad? Whoſe heart 
would not be filled with holy joy and 
wonder to hear of ſuch a bleſſing, and 
that he ſhould have the honour and 
happineſs to convey it to all the people 
and nations of the earth? To advance 
no more in confirmation of my propoſi- 
. tion, that the goſpel is the chief inſtru- 
ment of our juſtification and falvation, 

I will 
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Iwill take the prophecy of the ſixty- 
firſt chapter of Iſaiah, and the applica- 
tion made of it by our Saviour (con- 
cerning whom it was communicated and 
written) in the fourth chapter of St. 
Luke. 
The prophet, ſpeaking by the ſpirit, 
and, as it were, in the perſon of Chriſt 
himſelf, delivers his prediction in the 
following terms; * The ſpirit of the Lord 
“ God is upon me; becauſe the Lord hath 
e anointed me to preach good tidings unto 
ce the meek: he bath ſent me to bind up the 
“ broken-hearted, to proclai m liberty to 
* the captives, and the opening of the pri- 
* ſon to them who are bound; to proclaim 
te the acceptable year of the Lord, and the 
| « Jay 
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ce day of Vengeance of our God, fo comfort 
* all who mourn; to appoint unto them who 
* mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty 
« for aſhes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 
te garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavi- 


e neſs, that they may be called trees of 


* righteouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, 
* that he may be glorified.” 

In'the inſpired evangeliſts (where we 
are informed, that Jeſus, after bis temp- 
tation, returned in the power of the ſpirit, 
and taught in the ſynagogues of Galilee, 
being glorified of all) we find our Lord 
viſited Nazareth, the place in which be had 
been brought up, and, according to his cuſ- 
tom, attended the ſynagogue on the Sabbath- 
day, and flood up for to read. And there 
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e 
was delivered unto him the book of the pro- 
phet Tſaiah; and, when he had opened the 
book, be found the place where it was writ- 
ten, The ſpirit of the Lord is upon me, be- 
cauſe he hath anointed me to preach the 
goſpel to the poor : be hath ſent me to heal 
the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of fight to the 
blind; to ſet at liberty them who are bruiſed; 
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
Then he ſat down, and began to ſay unto 
them, © This day is the ſcripture fulfilled 
— your ears.” And all bare him wit- 
neſs, and wondered at the gracious words 
which proceeded out of his mouth. Tn what 
light now can we view the goſpel, which, 


it ſhould ſeem, was communicated to 
Adam, 
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Adam, Abraham, and other righteous 
men, by God himſelf; which was pub- 


liſhed to their immediate poſterity by che 
prophets, and which was actually preach- 
ed in theſe laſt days to us by his Son, the 
apoſtle and high prieft of our profeſſion, 
Chriſt Jeſus? How indeed is it to be 
eſteemed and conſidered by us, and all 
mankind, otherwiſe than as the chief 
inſtrument, the power of God to our ſal- 
vation? And verily it will be ſo ac- 
counted by every one who is not an en- 
tire ſtranger to the imperfection and 
depravity of our nature, and what it 
coſt to confirm the truth of the goſpel, 
even the ſhedding of the moſt precious 


blood of its bleſſed author; the perſecu- . 


tions, 
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tions, torments, and deaths of the pro- 
phets, apoſtles, and numberleſs other 
martyrs. | 

To conclude.. In the goſpel, there- 
fore, the truth of which has been con- 
firmed by the moſt miraculous evidence 
and proof, and which perfectly anſwers 
the important ends for which it was 
written ;—in this book, moſt worthy of 
all acceptation, muſt we impartially en- 
quire for the grounds of our faith, and 
the proper reaſon of our works; the 
nature and attributes of the omnipo- 
tent and omniſcient Being, who created 
us; the incomparable, inexpreſſible, in- 
conceivable love of his only begotten 


Son, the Lord Jeſus, who redeemed: us; 
and 


4 93 1 

and the gracious power of the Holy j 
Ghoſt, who ſanctifies us and all the elect 4 N 
people of God. 

Directed by this unerring guide and 9 
pilot, we ſhall be able to avoid imbibing 1 
the confuſed notions, the extravagant li 
fancies, of ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm; b 
neither the gloomy terrors of the one, 11 
nor the mad raptures of the other, will | | 
then affect and diſcompoſe our ſpirits. FP 
It will hen be in our power to ſteer | 
quietly and ſafely between the attacks 1 i 
of deiſm and infidelity; our minds will | | g 
ſtand the faireſt chance of being com- | | 
pleatly ſatisfied and ſettled, as upon an | | 
immoveable rock, for they will then feed [| | 
upon * meat, and drink ſpiritual. 11 


drink; 
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drink; be filled with the fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs, with the calm and ſedate, the 
conſtant and conſiſtent, ardour of hea- 
venly grace and inſpiration. 

The hunger and thirſt of our ſouls 
having been thus continually relieved 
and ſupplied, during our troubleſome 
pilgrimage and warfare in this world, 
we ſhall, at length, be tranſlated into 

heaven, where the food of angels will 


be our proviſion ; where we ſhall eat of the 
tree of life, and drink of the inexhauſtible 
fountain of the water of life freely and abun- 
dantly for ever. In a word, may we al- 
ways, henceforth, ſeek to ſatisfy our hun- 
ger with this bread which came down from 


heaven, and to quench our thirſt with 
this 


10 


this living water; attentively regarding 
the prophet's exhortation, Ho, evrry one 
that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat: 
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money 
and without price. Wherefore do ye ſpend 
money for that which is not bread? and 
your labour for that which ſatisfieth not? 
Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 
which 1s good, and let your ſoul delight it- 
ſelf in fatneſs. Incline your ear, and come 
unto me: hear, and your ſoul ſhall live: and 
J will make an everlaſting covenant with 


you, even the ſure mercies of David. 
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SERMON VIII. 


- 


THE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS TO PRAISE GOD. 


PSALM cxiii. 1. 


PRAISE THE LORD, YE SERVANTS; O PRAISE THE 
NAME OF THE LORD. 


Non E, except ſuch fooliſh people as 
ſay in their hearts, and ſhew by their 
diſorderly wicked lives, they entertain 
the perſuaſion, that there is no God, have 


the impious boldneſs to deny that the 


Creator of the world ought to be con- 
tinually adored and obeyed by his crea- 


tures. But of them who acknowledge 


vol. I, N their 
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their obligations to worſhip him, very | 
few ſeem heartily diſpoſed to confirm 
their faith by their works. For, do we 
not too plainly perceive, that the gene- 
rality who name the name of Chriſt, are 
moſt culpable for their lukewarmneſs 
and indifference, rather expreſſing a con- 
tempt than a love of his inſtitutions and 
precepts? It cannot, therefore, be ac- 
counted ſtrange and unreaſonable, to put 
you in mind of the gratitude which we 
owe to our heavenly Benefactor, Re- 
deemer, and Preſerver. 

If man had never forfeited the joys 
of paradiſe by tranſgreſſing the com- 


mandment, it may be preſumed that 


there would have been no occaſion to 
| bring 


30 290-1 


bring this to his remembrance; but, 
moſt-probably, herein we may miſtake; 
for, was not his very employment in the 
garden of Eden, viz. to dreſs it, and to ob- 
ſerve it, deſigned as a conſtant admoni- 
tion to him not to neglect and forget the 


Lord bis maker * 
Our nature we muſt confeſs to be 


evidently corrupt and weak, but ſtill, 
does it hinder us from viewing the hea- 
vens and the earth in a religious light? 

The ſun, moon, and ſtars, proclaim 
the exiſtence, glory, majeſty, and power 
of Jenovan; their moſt uſual effects 
and influences upon our globe demon- 
ſtrate his bountiful * to all its 


inhabitants. 
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They are clearly underſtood to have 
been intended by him for ſigns, and to 
meaſure out the ſeaſons, the days, and 
years, for our uſe and inſtruction. 

To number the advantages that we 


derive from' them, would be as difficult 


an undertaking as to number the mul- 
titude of the celeſtial bodies themſelves. 

Univerſal experience ever has borne, 
and, we may aſſure ourſelves, ever will 
bear, teſtimony to their moſt benefi- 
cial operations, whence the truth of 
the Pſalmiſt's words is manifeſtly veri- 
fied; There is no ſpeech, nor language, 
where their voice is nor heard, and, allow | 
us to add, where the meaning of it is 
not within the reach of common appre- 


henſion. 
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henſion. Reflections of this ſort, often 


repeated, are ſufficient to raiſe our ſouls 
and ſpirits to acts of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving, to exalt the Lord our God, to ſerve 
him with gladneſs, and come before his pre- 


ſence with a ſong, acknowledging that the | 


Lord be is God, it is he who hath made us, 


and not we ourſelves; we are his people, 


and the ſheep of his paſture. It is the 
Lord who formed the grand, the ſpacious 
fabric of the firmament, not only to diſ- 
play his omnipotence, but his beneficence 
likewiſe; who prepareth the clouds to water 
the earth, and enrich it with plentiful har- 
veſts; who cauſeth them to drop upon the 
paſtures of the wilderneſs, and make the 
little hills rejoice on every fide. Hence the 
verdant 
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verdant paſtures are clothed with flocks, the 
fertile vallies alſo are covered with corn | 
they ſhout for joy, they alſo fing, or rather 
(to ſpeak more explicitly) they ſtrongly 
invite us to fing unto the Lord, and praiſe 


his name, for the inexhauſtible abundance 


of theſe and all other temporal bleſſings. - 
.But great and extraordinary as the 
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liberal proviſions and ſupplies which 
have been mentioned, are thought and 


truly known to be, what are they in 
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reſpect of the infinite, the inexpreſſible, 
love and tenderneſs which encouraged 
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and ſupported us under the threatening 
proſpect of our fall? 
Without the fulleſt evidence of theſe 


moſt amiable attributes in the Deity, 
| it 
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it cannot be extravagant to aſſert, that 


accommodations, only calculated for the 
ſhort duration of our preſent exiſtence, 
would be ſcarcely better than the quails 
to the Iſraelites, which became a very 
comfortleſs enjoyment. 

We will proceed then to conſider the 
glorious Author of the univerſe under 
his ſtill more gracious character of the 

Saviour and Redeemer of mankind. 
Since there are men of no ſmall note 
for their piety and learning, who main- 
tain that the Cherubim were placed 
at the eaſt of the garden of Eden, as 
ſymbols to point out the way of the 
tree of life, and that they were renewed 


both in the tabernacle and the temple 
for 
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for the ſame reaſon; why ſhould we 


object to this interpretation, and be un- 
willing to look upon them, as inſtruc- 
tive memorials of the everlaſting cove- 
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ſerpent in the wilderneſs, that whoſo- 


* 


ever turned his eyes toward them might 


2 N 
een 


ſee through whom the atonement was 
to be expected? 
Are we to ſuppoſe, that the Cherubim, 
both now, and in ſucceeding ages, when . 
we read that they were appointed to 
overſhadow the mercy-ſeat with out- 
| ſtretched wings, had no other ſignifica- 
tion than to terrify and keep mournful 
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penitents away from offering up their 
devotions to the Lord? If ſuch had 
really 
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really been the purpoſe, their ſituation 


muſt be eſteemed uncommon, and the 
ſhepherd of Iſrael muſt be conceived to 
have fixed his reſidence between the 
Cherubim, not to have inſpired hope, 
but deſpair, into the minds of his wor- 
ſhippers! Therefore, admitting (as an 
eminent writer inſiſts) That the De- 
* ity here took up his abode, by the 
r mediation of his emblems, the Cheru- 
ce bim, to afford man continual conſo- 
* lation, and a proſpect of ſupreme 
* mercy; ſhewing that the flame, or 
„ wrath, was to fall upon the ſubſti- 
« tute, (repreſented by the appearance 
* of a human face) towards whom the 
* ſword was turned in a threatening 


* poſture 
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6c poſtare to pierce him for our offences; 
= and that thus a new and living way 
* was diſplayed for reconciliation, look- 
„ing to the eaſt, where our hemiſphere 
ce firſt ſhares the brightneſs of the morn- 
« ing, the lively image of the ſun of 


« righteouſneſs.” Vielding this opini- 
on not to be improbable, have we not 
much more ample occaſion 20 magnify 
our God and King, for giving ſo early 
knowledge of ſalvation unto his people for 
the remiſſion of their fins, through the ten- 
der mercy of our God, whereby the day- 
ſpring from on high began to viſit us; to 
give light to them who fit in darkneſs and 
in the ſhadow of death, and to guide our 
feet into the way of peace? Of the many 
| | paſlages 
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paſſages in ſcripture relative to the in N 
portant ſubje& under conſideration, I 


ſhall only ſelect that remarkable one 


from the fourth chapter of Revelations, 


which 1s appropriated, in our liturgy, to 


Trinity Sunday, where the following de- | 


ſcription of the Cherubim united in one 
body, the pattern from whence thoſe in 
the tabernacle and the temple were co- 
pied, is given, with circumſtances of the 
higheſt grandeur and ſolemnity capable 
of exciting the moſt ſerious attention. 
In the midſt of the throne, and round about 
the throne, were four beaſts full of eyes be- 
fore and behind ; and the firſt beaſt was like 
a hon, and the ſecond beaſt like a calf, and 


the third beaſt had a face as a man, and 


the 
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tbe fourth beaſi was like a fiyi ng eagle: 
and the four beaſts had each of them fix 
WINGS about him, and they were full of eyes 
within, and fo forth. 


Conceive the lion, the calf, and the 
eagle, to be (as our beſt critics and 
ſcholars in the Hebrew tongue ſeem to 
have proved beyond diſpute) figures of 
the chief powers in that ſingle ſub- 
ſtance which we term the heavens, fire, 
light, and air; the fire, and the light 
iſſuing from it, to be emblems of the 
Father and the Son; the air, or wind, 
(the ſimilitude uſed by Chriſt himſelf 
in the goſpel adapted to the ſame feſti- 
val) to .be an emblem. of the Holy 
Ghoſt; the ethereal matter, denoted by 
the 
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the body of the beaſts, to expreſs the 
unity of the Three Perſons; and the 
beaſt, which had the face of a man, to 
exhibit the nature which the Second 
Perſon in the Trinity, who is ſtiled the 
word and the light, was to aſſume; muſt 
not ſuch ſymbolical images or ſtatues, 


whenever they were beheld by the de- 


vout worſhippers of I HO VAR, bring to 
mind the true object of their adoration, 
and the incarnation of our moſt bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour? 

As this ſtupendous myſtery of godli- 
neſs, IxHOVARH to be manifeſted in the 
fleſh, for the redemption of his people, 
had been thus conveyed to our fore- 
fathers by the Cherubim; (may it be 

| improper 
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improper to ſay the angels of the cove- 


nant?) ſo, when he actually appeared 
in the fleſh, the angel of the Lord deſcend- 
ed from heaven to communicate the 
news of his birth to their poſterity, the 
good tidings of great joy, which ſhould be 
common to all nations; and was ſuddenly 
Joined by a multitude of the heavenly hoſt, 
praiſing God, and ſaying, Glory to God in 
the higbeſt, and on earth peace, good will 
towards men. | 
At his baptiſm, le, the heavens were 
opened unto him, and the ſpirit of God was 
ſeen deſeendi ng like a dove, and reſting upon 
him ;FBehold, a voice from heaven was alſo 
heard, pronouncing, This is my beloved Son, 


in whom I am well pleaſed, Here we 
have 


1 


have an emblem of the peaceful ſpirit; 

we have likewiſe the Son of God, and 
the Father of heaven himſelf, confirm- 
ing the divinity of Jeſus. 

The members of the chriſtian com- 
munion are baptized according to our 
Lord's ſpecial commandment, in rhe 
name of rhe Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoft, with whom then they en- 
ter into covenant, acknowledging their 


inexpreſſible obligations to the Trinity, 


whoſe godhead is all one, whoſe glory is 
equal, whoſe majeſty is co-eternal. 

Both the concluding prayers of our 
ſolemn ſervices (the one taken entirely 
from, the other agreeing altogether 


with, the ſcripture) are unequivocal 
Profeſſions 
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profeſſions of our belief in the Trinity; 
the laſt collect before the communion 


being a petition, that the grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and 
the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, may be with 
us all evermore: and that, after the com- 
munion, finiſhing with an earneſt deſire 
that the bleſſing of God Almighty, the Fa- 
ther; the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, may be 
with us, and remain with us always. 
If, as pilgrims and ſtrangers on earth, 
citizens of the New Jeruſalem, and heirs 
of eternity, we delighted to ſearch and 
ſtudy the ſcripture, there would be leſs 
difficulty in perſuading men to acquaint 
themſelves with God, to know his Son 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſous Chriſt; to 
I believe 
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believe in the Holy Ghoſt, and to ac- 


knowledge them to be three perſons 


(not as many ſuppoſe we mean, in one 


perſon, but) in one eſſence or nature. 
Such is IrHhVAH. And ſhall the inſolent 


irony and rude ſarcaſm of infidels ſhame 
us out of our underſtanding, our faith, 


our God, our Saviour, and our Com- 


forter? No; far be it from us. Let us, 
with heart and voice, courageouſly boaſt 
and glory in this confeſſion, That there 
are three who bear record in heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and 
theſe three are one — I EHñoVAHh-not our 
unknown, although our incomprehenſi- 
ble Loxp Gop! 
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Inanimate beings, in their motions 
and operations, invariably fulfil his 
laws. Irrational creatures (as we are 
accuſtomed to ſpeak of them) ſteadily 
act up to the powers of inſtinct with 
which he has endowed them. Can the 
rational part of the world then avoid 
making him the beſt return for the 
ineſtimable privileges, which, by his 
bounty and liberality, they enjoy ? 

Let all his ſervants, therefore, who 
hope one day to be as the angels of 
God in heaven, join with Cherubim and 
Seraphim in praiſing God the Father, 
who hath made us; God the Son, who hath 

' redeemed us; and God the Holy Ghoſt, who 
Jen; Neth us and all the elect people of God: 

continually 
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to come. 
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SERMON IX. 


THE UNCERTAINTY OF MAN's LIFE. 


PROVERBS XXVIl. 1. 


BOAST NOT THYSELF OF TO-MORROW; FOR THOU 
KNOWEST NOT WHAT A DAY MAY BRING 
FORTH. 


Tre extraordinary indifference and 
lukewarmneſs that we ſhew in reſpect 
to our future immortal concerns, has 
occaſioned it to be remarked, that 
0 Surely the ſubject of everlaſting re- 


* wards and puniſhments ought not to 


* be handled in a light and trifling, 
but 
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« but in a ſerious and ſolemn ſtile, ſuch 
te as becomes its amazing importance: 
te ſurely, they ſay, we ſhould be gravely 
« inſtructed how to value time, upon 
* which an eternity of happineſs or mi- 
« ſery depends.” | 
In theſe days of peril and vengeance, 
when it is impoſſible to foreſee what ca- 
lamitous events may happen to us, when 
our confidence and ſecurity may be our 
ruin, this precept and inſtruction of the 
wiſe man cannot be unſeaſonably pro-; 
poſed, as an uſeful caution to all who 
are capable of thought and reflection. | 
To people of extreme gaiety and le- 
vity, (qualities incompatible with judge- 
ment and wiſdom) nothing of this na- 
ture, 
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ture, we too well know, 1s acceptable 
and agreeable; but even they, ſooner or 


later, may be forced to allow the truth 
contained in the text, which will be the 


ſubject of our meditations. 

Very preciſe and puritanical men are 
they reckoned who put the world in 
mind of the vanity of our preſent life, 
and the different proſpects of endleſs joy 
or ſorrow in that which will ſucceed. 

Of all things that we ſeem to poſſeſs, 
we are too apt to conſider time as more 


properly our own than any of the reſt: 


and, although we muſt perceive our 


great miſtake frequently, nevertheleſs 


we are ſo extremely blinded by preju- 


dice and perverſeneſs, as neither to re- 
gard 
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gard what happens to ourſelves nor to 
others. 

Many are accuſtomed to reaſon thus 
with themſelves: Although we have 
been diſappointed to-day, ſtill we may 
ſucceed to-morrow ;—and what if death 

ſnatches away ſome of our neighbours 
7 ſuddenly into the unknown world, we 
| ſee no reaſon to fear that our caſe and 

lot will be like theirs. Let us, there- 
fore, make ourſelves eaſy and quiet; let 
us enjoy our good things while we can, 
and not be ſo ridiculous as to trouble 
our heads with what ſhall be hereafter. 
And, as they reaſon, ſo they act; they 
plant, build, ſow, and reap; they neg- 

lect no means whereby they expect zo 
gather 
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gather gold and filver like duſt they pur- 
ſue every kind of mirth and pleaſure, 


and, as it were, drive the thoughts of 


the GREAT pay of Account far from 
them. 

Now, whatever ſuch worldly-minded 
creatures fancy, they will, unqueſtion- 
| ably, have ſufficient cauſe to wiſh that 
they had reaſoned and acted better, when 
their diverſion and laughter fhall be 


turned into lamentation, mourning, 


and woe. | 
Could Adam and Eve have imagined 
that they and their poſterity would have 
been loſt eternally after their eating of 
the forbidden fruit, one would ſuppoſe 
that neither of them would have dared 
to taſte it. How | 
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How ſtrangely was their ſtate. ſoon 
altered; to-day in a bliſsful paradiſe, but 
to-morrow in à curſed diſmal ſoil, bring- 
ing. forth thorns and tbiſtles. 

Could Cain have conceived that the 
promiſed pleaſure of getting rid of his 
righteous brother Abel would have been 
followed by a puniſhment greater than he 
could bear, even with the laſting mark 
in his forehead, and the everlaſting hor- 
rors of conſcience, (let irreligious per- 
ſecutors and murderers take warning by 
him!) he would ſcarcely have given that 
fatal blow. To-day this unhappy man 
might have enjoyed God's gracious pre- 
ſence, but to-morrow he is baniſhed 


from it. 
| Hence 


Emer: 


Hence we may all be admoniſhed 


how artful and cunning Satan 1s; he 
tempts with fair allurements, which end 
in grievous pains. 

And, as a farther confirmation of this 
truth, take a few more inſtances; ſuch 
as are not unworthy of your moſt ſeri- 
ous conſideration, and muſt make the 
ſtrongeſt impreſſion upon your minds, 
if you look for any other happineſs than 
what this world can afford. 

The men of the old world were ex- 
tremely jovial and luxurious, and pro- 
miſed themſelves, no doubt, a very long 
continuance of their wanton ſports and 
amuſements: but we find that they 


miſerably deceived themſelves. For in 
the 
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the height, as 1t were, of their chiefly 
admired entertainments, the flood came 
unexpectedly upon them, whereby all 
theſe riotous mockers and ſcoffers at 
piety and godlineſs univerſally periſhed. 
To-day that race of men was thought- 
leſs, but to-morrow eit was breathleſs. 
The people of Sodom and Gomorrah 
were near being overthrown with a ſwift 
and terrible deſtruction; and ſome were 
kindly warned of the impending judge- 
ment; but they treated what they heard 
as an idle incredible {tory ; they made a 
Jeſt of the awful information. However, 
when #he Lord rained fire and brimſtone 
upon thoſe cities, from the Lord out of hea- 
ven, we may believe they were heartily 
| ſorry 
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ſorry that they had not followed laſt | 
night's advice, To-day Sodom and 
Gomorrah ſtood in all their pride and 
glory, but to-morrow they were hum- | 
bled in the duſt; they were fallen into fl 
utter ruin. 

No ſooner had David ſaid in his proſ- 
perity,—T ſhall never be removed; thou, 
Lord, of thy goodneſs, haſt made my hill ſo 
Arong, than he complained, Thou turned 
thy face from me, and I was troubled, 
To-day he was on his throne, but to- 
morrow he was forced to fly from his | 
kingdom; and experienced the inſtabi- | 
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lity of human greatneſs and glory. And 
even after his reſtoration, when (we | 
might think that) he could not but | 


have 
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have enjoyed himſelf, how many cares 
and troubles did almoſt every day bring 
forth? It is, therefore, no wonder, if 
we reflect upon theſe paſſages of David's 
life, that he ſhould account every man 
living altogether vanity. | 
But of all men, perhaps Solomon, 
the ſon of this renowned king, had 
apparently, by reaſon of God's pro- 
miſes, moſt cauſe to ſay, with confi- 
dence, I will do ſo and fo for my, plea- 
ſure and delight. He did not labour 
under calamities and diſtreſſes, but a- 
bounded in peace, riches, and magni- 
ficence; and, what is more, he had ex- 
traordinary ſenſe and wiſdom to direct 


him in the choice and conduct of his 
pleaſures. 
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pleaſures, He left nothing untried 
which he thought could afford him any 
delight; every ſweet and uſeful inven- 
tion was contrived and obtained to pleaſe 
him; and, if to-day's purpoſe failed to 
entertain him, he had a freſh ſcheme for 
his diverſion to-morrow. And, if that 
was not accompanied with the expected 
pleaſure, he proceeded ſtill farther and 
farther in the purſuit of his deſired ob- 
ject. But the more eagerly and con- 
ſtantly he ſought for happineſs, the 
more ſhe ſeemed to be beyond his reach, 
and fly from him; till at length he be- 
gan to be convinced that ſhe was not to 
be met with, permanent and unmixed, 
in any earthly enjoyments: that it was 

therefore 
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therefore quite abſurd, notwithſtanding 
all his wiſdom, pomp, and wealth, to 
boaſt of pure ſatis faction one day more 
than another, in all the delights and 
pleaſures to be found on this ſtage of 
our exiſtence. 

If this famous monarch, who coukd 
procure himſelf the moſt unbounded 
gratifications and indulgences, who 
could have his moſt ſumptuous build- 
ings, his numerous and beautiful wives 
and concubines ; in fine, all that his 
large heart could wiſh and long for; if 
he, after all his curious ſearchings and 
trials to find happineſs under the ſun, 
was moſt bitterly diſappointed, and 
thereupon declared, that all was vanity; 
who, 
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who, after him, ſhall boaſt that /o-mor- 
row ſhall be as this day, and have pleaſures 
much more abundantly? Therefore none 
of us ought preſumptuouſly 70 boaſt our- 
ſelves of to-morrow, but wait till the pre- 
ſent day is finiſhed, recollecting the 
words of our bleſſed Saviour—Sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof. Who 
then would be over anxious about the 
coming day, and not leave the morrow, 
after our Lord's beſt advice, to take care 


for the things of itſelf? 


How uſual is it with worldly-minded 
men to form projects that will require 
many years ere they can be well begun, 


and to imagine that they ſhall live to 


ſee their final completion? Certainly 
VOL, I. P | this 
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this raſhneſs is altogether inarcuſable, 


for mortal beings to extend their deſigns 
beyond the preſcribed limits of their 
age; eſpecially ſince, according to that 

true but unheeded maxim, we who are 
bere to-day may be gone to-morrow. 

But where ſhall ſome be gone? Here, 
to be or not to be is not a queſtion; for 
as God himſelf can neither be deceived, 
nor deceive us, they who die with- 
out great repentance, will not only be, 
but will be fixed in a ſtate of endleſs 
miſery. e $56] 

Where did the unfeeling rich man, 

. who denied Lazarus the crumbs which fell 
From his table, where did he awake? In 
bell (lays our Saviour) he lifted up his 


eyes, 
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eyes, being in torments. To-day this 
haughty man's pampered body was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, but to- 
morro his naked ſoul was plunged into 
that fire which never ſhall be quenched. 

We need not be told that this doc- 


trine is reckoned unpalatable; but, if 


we are in earneſt about the ſalvation of 
our ſouls, we had better try to reliſh it 
by leaving our ſinful courſes, than to run 
the riſque of being ſentenced 7 this place 
of torment. 

Let us eat and drink to-day, for to- 
morrow we die, is not yet an exploded 
maxim, and it would not be fo bad a 
rule to live by, if—if what? O ye lovers 
of  pleafitre more than lovers of God, if, 


ais . 


when we die, there were no judgement! 


But this thought is like poiſon to your 
dainty appetites; and, in the midſt of your 
|| merriment, makes. your hearts exceedingly 
forrowful.- 

That chriſtians might be deterred 
from ſetting their affections upon tem- 
poral eſtates and treaſures, I would re- 
call to their attention another moſt in- 
| | ſtructive parable, which will give no 
offence or uneaſineſs to the minds of 
the charitable and the generous, what- 


ever it may do to them who join houſe to 
bouſe, and lay field to field; who, by a 
cruel cunning and meanneſs, defraud 
the labourers of their due hire, and op- 
preſs orphans and widows,—The ground 
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of a certain rich man brought forth plen- 
tifully, and he thought within hi * 
ſaying, What ſhall J do, becauſe I have 
no room where to beflow my fruits? And 
he ſaid, this will J do; I will pull down 
my barns, and build greater, (not un- 


likely with the ſweat and blood of help- 


leſs hirelings) and there will 1 beſtow 
all my fruits and my goods. And 1 will 
ſay to my ſoul, —Soul, thou haſt abundance 
of goods, laid up for many years, take thine 
eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry. But God 


ſaid unto him, this very night thy ſoul 


ſhall be required of thee: then whoſe ſhall 
thoſe things be which thou haſt provided? 
O ſevere dealing! O unlooked-for ſum- 
mons! . 


© Conſider, 
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Conſider » Ye who forget God's power 
d juſtice, the ſituation of this—your 


own exact image and picture. Many 
to-morrows had he promiſed himſelf, 
but not one did he live to enjoy 
What then are the generality of 
profeſſed chriſtians doing? Are they 
not making the worſt uſe of the time 
which God graciouſly allows them to 
repent, reform, and ſave their immor- 
tal ſouls? 
Was not God juſt, as well as he 1s 
merciful? Why ſhould we not be now 
delighting ourſelves in paradiſe? Why 
ſhould his beloved Son have ever become 
man, to die upon the croſs for our 
ſakes? Why ſhould his goſpel threaten 


impenitent 
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impenitent ſinners with unquenchable i 
flames? In ſhort, why ſhould we be 9 
now expoſed, for the fading pleaſures 0 | 
of this tranſitory life, to pains and ſick- 0 
neſſes of body, to the pangs and agonies f | | 
of conſcience? Above all, why ſhould 4: | 


infants be cut off in ſuch numbers as 
we daily ſee they are? O then that we 
would be perſuaded to believe that God 
is a God of juſtice as well as a God of 
mercy! And that he did not ſend his 


Son Jeſus into the world 70 ſave us in, —_ 
but from, our fins! M. 
l | 


Let us not, therefore, put off the 


thoughts and reſolutions of making our # 
peace and reconciliation with God, ol 
through our Mediator and Redeemer; 1 

| for | | i 
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for he who does not ſincerely endea ur 
to ſave his ſoul to-day, you clearly un- 
derſtand, may loſe it t irrecoverably * ; 
fore to-morrow. 
Moſt wholeſome inſtruction there- 
fore is this of Solomon to us, whoſe 
lives are not one moment to be depend- 
ed upon, not even by thoſe of the beſt 
health and ſtrength among us; Boaſt not 
thyſelf of to- morrow, for thou knoweſt not 
hat a day may bring forth. 
It would be a mark of real wiſdom 
and prudence, to live. ſo to-day as, we 
might be prepared, ſhould God call us, 
to die to-morrow, 

We are compaſſed about with /o . 4 

cloud of witneſſes, who thus devoted them- 
| ſelves 
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ſelves to Chriſt, that we cannot avoid 
believing a ſtrict holineſs of life has the 
moſt ſubſtantial pleaſures, which will be 
freſh and blooming to-day, to-morrow, 
and for ever. And our own experience 
and taſte of them will fill us with ſuch 
aſſurance, that we ſhall not ſcruple to 
profeſs, while we enjoy theſe heartfelt 
ſatisfactions, to-morrow ſhall be as this 
day, and much more abundant, happy are 
we, yea, and happy ſhall we be. 

But if we obſtinately perſiſt to walk 
in the way with the free-thinkers and 
prodigals of our age, calling our teach- 
ers, who faithfully and uprightly diſ- 
charge their ſacred duties, enthuſiaſts 
and fanatics; and, in wilful oppoſition 

to 
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to the holy ſcriptures, determine not to 
think of any preparation for the next, 
till we can no longer purſue the va- 


nities of this world, men muſt fol- 


low their own conceits, and abide the 
threatened conſequences. 

Have any of us a peculiar revelation, 
that we ſhall live as long as life is capa- 
ble of affording us pleaſure and enjoy- 
ment? Do not the young men die as 
well as the old? And have not the one 
to give an account to God as well as the 
other? How many, whom we have 
known, that ſaw the riſing, never be- 
held the ſetting of the ſun? How many 
of all ranks and conditions, ſexes and 
ages, have proved our Lord's warning 

not 
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not unworthy to be heeded, 7. hat we 
know neither the day, nor the hour, wherein 
the Son of Man cometh? 

Therefore, are not our libertines to- 
tally void of common ſenſe, who, not 
knowing what to- day and to-morrow 
ſnall happen, think and boaſt that they 
will eat, drink, and be merry, for many 
years to come? | Should it pleaſe God to 
indulge us with a life of many years, it 
would ill become us to ſpend that time 
diſorderly; nay, or even faſhionably ; be- 
cauſe the faſhion of this world paſſeth away, 
and when we die, there 1s reaſon to ap- 
prehend we ſhall find it one of the worft 
articles in our account. Some will affect 
to ſmile at this, though it touches them 
to 
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0M the quick. If not at the hour of 
death, moſt aſſuredly in the day of judge- 
ment, their ſmiles will be changed. 
| But what are thoſe to do, who have 
ſpent their days in faſhionable amuſe- 

ments? They are to account the long- 
ſuffering of the Lord as. intended for 
them to work out their ſalvation - and 
that ſuch unmerited grace and goodneſs 
ſhould inſtantly lead them now, in bis 
accepted time, in this lengthened day of 
ſalvation, to unfeigned contrition and 


amendment. 

We who labour in God's vineyard, 
if we would not have men's blood, that 
is, the loſs of their precious ſouls to 


-anſwer for, when we are called upon in 
the 


[ I 


the ſight of the whole world of heaven 
and earth aſſembled, to give an account, 
are obliged to remind you, that we were 
not born into this preſent world to play 
and ſport, to hunt after honours, and 
to hoard up riches; but to ſeek and /ay 
up for ourſelves great and certain trea- 
ſures in heaven. And, that none may 
forget, or neglect this very momentous 
affair, the watchful Shepherd and good 
Biſhop of our ſouls, who now poſſeſſes all 
power in heaven and in earth, has com- 
manded us -to exhort and preſs you, 
without ceaſing, to uſe vigilance and 
prayer, that you may be always ready for 


bis coming. 


Let 
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Let us, therefore, whoſe days are but 
as a ſpan long, and whoſe age is even as 
nothing, compared 70 eternity, leave off all 
manner of boaſting. 

To conclude. Let the votaries of 
pleaſure, and admirers of worldly pomp 
and riches, remember that their purſuits 
here muſt have an end, but that the 
ſtings of conſcience will remain after 
them; their gold and fikver will be cank- 
ered, and the ruſt of them become a witneſs 
againſt themſelves, and eat their fleſh as it 
Were fire ; that they have been heaping up 
treaſares together, treaſures of wrath a- 
gainſt the laſt days. Nay, let us all moſt 
ſeriouſly reflect, that we are travelling 
to the manſions of bliſs, if we follow 

Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's directions; but to the abodes of 
inconceivable wretchedneſs, if we fol- 
low them not. Would to heaven that 
our admonitions from the pulpit ob- 
tained a more conſiderable degree of at- 
_ tention! F the Son of Man be coming, 
where will he find faith upon the earth? 
Infidelity appears to gain ground more 
and more continually, to ſuch a paſs, 
that it is rather aſtoniſhing the work of 
the moſt blaſphemous author is not ſub- 


ſtituted for Revelation. But, O ye de- 


ſprſers - of Jeſus and his goſpel, boaſt not 
your ſelves of to-morrow, for ye know not 
what a day may bring forth; think upon 
the melancholy exit of the ambitious 
grandee Haman, the falſe Achitophel, and 

4) the 
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the diſſembling treacherous apoſtle Judas. 
Then think upon the moſt happy change 
of condition after death to the reſigned 
humble Lazarus, and the penitent thief, 
the former was received and comforted in 
Abraham's boſom, and the latter went with 


our crucified Saviour, the ſame = into 


| paradi * 
| Grant, O merciful Lord, that we 


| may all know and purſue in this our 
day the things that belong to our pre- 
ſent and eternal peace, Open the eyes 
of our minds and underſtandings, that 
we may ſee the wonderous things con- 
tained in thy holy and perfect law, and 
know it to be as well our intereſt as our 


duty, to regard and fulfil them. Excite 
us, 
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us, by thy grace and holy ſpirit, not to 


put off continually our preparation for 
a future ſtate, wherein we muſt be either 
happy or miſerable for ever, according 
to our behaviour and conduct in this 
life. Teach us the wiſdom to perceive 
that we are not ſure of one moment, 
much leſs of a day, to trim our lamps 
for the meeting of our omniſcient Judge; 
and that, if he finds us unprepared, it 
is not the brightneſs of our human wit, 
the abundance of our earthly treaſure, 
the greatneſs of our temporal pomp and 


power, that will prevail to obtain for 


us an entrance into the bliſs and glory 


of thy heavenly kingdom; where we 
hope to enjoy, in thy bleſſed preſence, 
vol. I. | the 


—— — — — 

out an Kb YU 
a_— —— - 

— oP 


— — — 
dl 7 » 

- ws > 
* a_ — 


I I XD; 
——— — 
. ——— =. 
4 : = 
"%,. * £- 


[L 226 ] 


the fulneſß, the perfection, of all felicity, 
even ſuch pleaſures as are at thy right- 
hand for evermore, through the merits 
and mediation of thy Son, our only Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


SERMON 
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SERMON X. 


THE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS TO READ 
THEIR BIBLE. 


ROMANS XV. 4. 


FOR WHATSOEVER THINGS WERE WRITTEN AFORE- 
TIME, WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR LEARNING, THAT 
WE, THROUGH PATIENCE AND COMFORT OF THE 
SCRIPTURES, MIGHT HAVE HOPE. 


I would moſt gladly make it my buſi- 


neſs to conſider and deſcribe to you the 


infinite beauty and excellence of the 
holy ſcriptures, which God has been 
pleaſed to beſtow upon mankind, for 
6 a their 
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their comfort and delight in this ſtate 
of ſin and ſorrow. But ſince I muſt be 
conſcious that I do not poſſeſs thoſe 
ſhining talents and abilities requiſite for 
a ſubject and undertaking of ſuch mag- 
nitude and importance, I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with only touching upon it 
ſlightly. 
And truly, amongſt people who would 
be eſteemed lovers of truth and wiſ- 
dom, and ſtrenuous defenders of the 
purity and ſimplicity of the chriſtian re- 
ligion, it ſhould ſeem needleſs to ſay a 
vaſt deal in favour and recommendation 
of God's word, which adminiſters the 
moſt ſolid and permanent conſolation 
_ to the afflicted and broken-hearted, and 


opens 
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opens to all thoſe who cannot expect to 
| ſhare in earthly pleaſures and felicities, 
the moſt delightful ſcenes of unfading 
Joy and happineſs in heaven. 

There was indeed a time, when we, 
of this land, eſteemed our Bible beyond 
all other wealth and treaſure; when we 
would readily have parted with our 
goods, our fortunes, and even our lives, 

for the acquiſition and preſervation of 
this pearl of great price; when multi- 
tudes of our countrymen fell glorious 
martyrs for boldly and zealouſly adhe- 
ring to the doctrines, precepts, and in- 

ſtructions which it contains. 
But, alas! have not the poſterity of 
ſuch renowned anceſtors, ſo ſhamefully 
degenerated, 
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degenerated, as to hold their Bible not 
only in no repute, but even in the 
loweſt contempt? Has it not become 
dry and ſtale to us? How few are 
there, if any, who treat it with due re- 

ſpect and veneration ? 9 
However, if we propoſe to obtain 
eternal happineſs and glory by any 
other means and directions than what 
have been graciouſly revealed to us from 
above, by God himſelf, who was mani- 
feſt in the fleſh, (not now to inſiſt upon 
the fallacy and vanity of ſuch hopes) it 
is no wonder that our Bibles are ſhut 
up and laid by. The indifference and 
wicked ſcorn with which the true ora- 
cles of heaven are now treated may be 
eaſily 
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eaſily accounted for; and the approach 
of dreadful judgements, if not of the 
laſt day, one might venture to propheſy 
from the abominable conduct of Chriſ- 
tendom in general. | 

O! that we would reflect upon the 
| ſad ſtate we ſhall certainly be found in, 
when there ſhall be figns in the ſun, and in 
the moon, and in the flars, and upon the 
earth difireſs of nations, with perplexity; 
the ſea and the waves roaring ; men's hearts 
failing them for fear, and looking after 
thoſe things which are coming on the earth; 
for the powers of heaven ſhall be ſhaken. 
And then ſhall they behold the Son of Man 
(in whom they either will not now be- 


lieve, as they ought, or whom they moſt 
irreverently 
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irreverently deſpiſe) coming in a cloud, 
with power and great glory. ; 

Whatever conceits and follies we may 
at preſent be led into, by following our 
idle fancies and imaginations, we ſhall 
then, no doubt, acknowledge the pru- 
| dence and the wiſdom of their choice, 
who were timely awakened by the warn- 
ings, and encouraged by the promiſes, _ 
which God 'has publiſhed to the world, 
in order to recover us from the domi- 
nion of ſin; to deliver our ſouls and 
bodies from the power of death and hell, 
and to exalt and raiſe them to his own 
right hand in the kingdom of heaven. 

In that terrible day of the Lord, it 
will be of no advantage to many who haue 
h been 


| 1 
been called, that they made ſo much ado 
about the free uſe of their Bible, and 
that they boaſted how they could, at 
their on will and pleaſure, conſult and 
learn every thing which God has at any 
time ſpoken; and that they pretended to 
have as nice conſciences as others. For 
do they not live at random, juſt as they 
pleaſe, even while they tell us that they 
reckon it an honour to own themſelves | 
diſciples of the holy and immaculate 
Jeſus? They will then (whatever their 
preſent opinion may be) moſt ardently 

wiſh that they had not been fo buſy and 
ſo over-zealous about the Bible, to the 
aggravation of their guilt, and the in- 
creaſe of their puniſhment. 
| Perhaps - 
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Perhaps more will be grieved for ha- 
ving had the Bible in their hands than 
we are able to conceive or imagine. 
And, moſt ſurely, there is neither any 
hardſhip nor injuſtice, that it ſhould be 
more tolerable in the day of judgement for 
the papiſts, than for hypocritical, in- 
ſincere, outſide proteſtants; becauſe the 
latter are deſervedly chargeable with an 
exceſs of ingratitude and preſumption. 
Nay, the corrupt and debauched na- 
tions, that have been chaſtiſed and de- 
ſtroyed by the divine wrath and ven- 
geance, will then riſe up and condemn 
them for their baſe diſſimulation. 

All who never heard of a Redeemer, 
will have to plead in their own behalf, 
| their 
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their ignorance of the atonement and 
reconciliation effectually wrought by 
the death and ſufferings of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; and therefore will be deem- 
ed much more excuſable than bad chriſ- 
tians, who tranſgreſſed againſt both the 
light of nature and the covenant of 
grace, But the unfruitful, and there- 
fore unprofitable branches, can have no 
cloak for their iniquities, for the abuſe 
of the ſcriptures, and the ſo of 
our faith. 

They PA to be aſhamed of theme 
ſelves for reproaching and deriding the 
Romaniſts, for their tame and eaſy ſub- 
miſſion to the papal yoke, and for not 


inſiſting upon an unreſtrained exerciſe 
of 
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of their 3 and underſtandin g in re- 
ligious concerns. For how have moſt 
of us employed our reaſon and under- 
ſtanding? What improvement have we 
made in our moral and religious con- 
duct, ſince we broke our bonds aſun- 
der, and caſt away thoſe cords from us? 
We have examined and ſearched the 
writings of Moſes and the prophets, 
the goſpel of peace, and the reſt of the 
inſpired pages, for arguments to main- 
tain, ſupport, and juſtify our errors, 
our contentions, and numerous diviſi- 
ons. We have not advanced by them 
to that degree of perfection in piety to- 
wards God, or in love towards our neigh- 
bour, as was to be expected. Where- 

„ fore 


ine 


fore we build upon a ſandy foundation, 


if we flatter ourſelves that the purity 
of our faith will atone for the impurity 
of our lives. | | 

All parties quote and refer to the 
Bible in juſtification of their various 


opinions and ſentiments, and diſplay 


no ſmall ingenuity in wreſting ſound 
doctrine and good ſenſe to eſtabliſh the 
moſt culpable practices and glaring in- 
conſiſtencies. It would be tireſome and 
diſagreeable to me to relate their mani- 
fold abſurdities, and equally unpleaſant 
to a congregation to fit and hear them. 
Between ſuch as ſcarcely look into a 


Bible, and ſuch as can ſeldom ſpeak 


without a text at their tongue's end, it 
might 
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- might be ſuſpected that the ſcriptures 


were of no other uſe and conſequence; 
that they were deſigned for no other 
end but to fill the head, without af- 
fecting and mending the heart. Chriſ- 
tians of this temper and diſpoſition had 
better not have been acquainted with 
their darling ſcriptures, they had better 
never been entruſted with theſe ineſ- 
timable talents. 

There is evident — to fear that 
God 1s provoked with us, and may put 
us under a more formidable tyrant than 
any Pope. He may, according to our 
deſerts, lead us into a miſerable capti- 
vity among the moſt inhuman and 
ſavage apoſtates; he may compel us to 

repent 
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repent of neglecting and lighting his 


word, when we ſhall no longer poſſeſs, 
nor even be at liberty to expreſs our 
trouble openly for the loſs of it. Re- 
flet upon what was the occaſion of the 
paſt and preſent calamities of the Jews, 
when they ſat down and wept by the 


waters of Babylon; when they beheld 
their beautiful city and glorious tem- 


ple reduced to aſhes by their enemies, 


and thenceforth became, as they ſtill 


continue, vagabonds all over the earth. 
May their preſent diſtreſsful condition 
be a powerful example and leſſon to us! 


Early and late the prophets urged and 


perſuaded them to keep the righteous 


laws and ſtatutes of the Lord their God > 


they 


22 — 
—— 22 — 


b p 2 ord = 2 2 88 
— — 2 — y 2 2 unn 1 e ys ans te” er: re - 25 5 2 PY 
4 i * ol * 
— 0 . 2 Q * 
— — . _— > > — _— od a * 1 8 — _—_ 
— R _—_ + 2 
8 — — — 2 — — mad * * * 


| IL 240 ] 
they were inſtant, both in ſeaſon and 


out of ſeaſon, to reduce their minds and 
wills to a ſteady obedience; but lo! nei- 


ther gentle admonitions, neither ſevere 


reproofs and threatenings, neither judge- 
ments nor mercies, made a ſufficient im- 
preſſion upon them. 
Indeed ſo abandoned were that peo- 
ple, that they ſtudied to render the com- 
mandments of God of none effect, by 
their impious traditions and their ſcan- 
dalous hves. | 
We muſt be wilfully blind, if we do 
not perceive that the Jews might ſtill 
have reigned as kings and princes, if 
their delight had been conſtantly, as it 
ſhould, in the way of holineſs and truth; 
wherein 
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wherein the Lord had enjoined them to 
exerciſe themſelves day and night. Had 
they regularly and conſcientiouſly per- 
formed, as well as known, their pre- 
ſcribed duties, they might ſtill have 
dwelt ſafely in Canaan, the land which 
 fowed with milk and honey. 

In what lofty and elegant terms does 
the Royal Pſalmiſt expreſs himſelf, when 
he meditates upon the divine word, 
which he moſt juſtly calls an undefiled 
law, converting the ſoul, and calculated 
to enrich the minds of the fimple with 
all neceſſary wiſdom! How does. he pre- 

fer it, (from a thorough ſenſe of its 
value) to much fine gold, and count it 

ſueeter than honey, or the boney-comb! 
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In all his cares and perplexities he 
made it a rule to flee for counſel and 
direction to the ſcriptures; for he was 
ſenſible that, in them, he ſhould find 
ſuccour and refreſhment for his diſ- 
quieted foul; that by theſe reviving 
| cordials, which had baniſhed the anxie- 
ties of his good and pious forefathers, 
he ſhould be able gloriouſly to dif] pel, or 
moſt bravely to ſuſtain, his own. And, 
for this confidence, God always loved 
and had mercy on him; turned his face 
from his fins, and imputed them not unto 
him. And, in the midſt of the diſmal 
clouds and darkneſs which frequently 
ſurrounded him, the Lord of Hoſts 
ſtood by, and protected him; the God 
| | of 
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of Jacob was his refuge, his light, and 
his ſalvation, 

This fignal inſtance, properly weighed 
and conſidered, will be no ſmall induce- 
ment to the godly, when affliction or 
perſecution ariſes, to have immediate 
recourſe to the ſcriptures for conſola- 
tion. For we (no leſs than David him- 
ſelf did) want the aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Spirit to cheriſh and encourage our 
hopes. 

In thoſe ſad moments, when the world 
frowns upon us without, and conſcience 
pricks us within, all other comfort but 
what flows from the ſcriptures is vain. 


But we ſhall never obtain comfort from 


hence, if we do not apply thoſe means 
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and remedies wherewith the ſcriptures 
moſt copiouſly furniſh us, to fortify our- 
ſelves againſt the allurements as well as 
againſt the calamities of this world; 
becauſe they do not offer to lead us to 
happineſs, except we walk uniformly 
in the paths of righteouſneſs. 

If any, therefore, would profit them- 
ſelves by carefully ſearching the ſcrip- 
tures, they muſt honeſtly endeavour to 
live as God informs them, by his pre- 
cepts there, they ought to live. 

David, reflecting upon the diſobedi- 
ence and impiety of the Iſraelites, de- 
clares the deep concern which he felt on 
their account, in theſe mournful ex- 
preſſions: Mine eyes, O Lord, guſh o 
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with water, becauſe men do not obſerve thy 
law. My zeal hath even conſumed me; I 


have waſted my health, my ſtrengtb, and 


ſpirits, in bewailing, lamenting, and re- 
proaching their forgetfulneſs of thy words, 
and diſregard of thy flatutes, 

What would he have ſaid, if he had 
been permitted to live in theſe latter days, 
and fee his Son according to the fleſh, 
and his Lord according to the ſpirit, 
rejected and put to the moſt excrucia- 
ting and ignominious death by his own 
people, to whom he firſt preached the 
word of reconciliation? And likewiſe 
to behold him afterwards, as it were, 


daily crucified again, and the riches of bis 


goſpel thought nothin g of, even by the 


nations 
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nations and kingdoms who pretend to 
have received him? Could he have ut- 
tered his grief, would not its exceſs, at 
this moſt ſhocking ſight, have ſtrained 
out drops of blood from every pore, and 
melted away his ſoul through heavineſs? 
The ſcriptures are not ſhut and locked 
up from us any longer by Popes and 
their councils, but by our imperious 
luſts and paſſions. It is becauſe they 
have us in ſubjection, that the ſcriptures 
are unintelligible by us. None who are 
in this moſt wretched ſituation can re- 
liſh their language; it is as bitter to 
them as the prophet's roll was to Je- 
hoiakim, the hardened king of Judah: 
and it would be no wonder, if they imi- 
tated 
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tated him, if they committed their Bible, 
as he did the roll, to the flames. 

But, God be praiſed, there are ſome 
remains, ſome glowing ſparks of reli- 
gion and virtue Hill among us; for we | 

ill frequent the public worſhip, and 
ſit with a ſhew of patience; at leaſt, to 
hear the word of God both read and 
preached to us; that word which ſtings 
and wounds our conſciences, and makes 
our fleſh tremble! And, beſides, many 
will bluſh even now, if you only ſeem 
to doubt whether they have, and uſe, 
a Bible in their families! 

In ſhort, whether it be for appearance, 
or for conſcience ſake, the perfect book 
of God has fill a place amongſt the 

imperfect 
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imperfect books of men! And it is pre- 
ſently ſeen, by the owner's life and con- 
verſation, who keeps the Bible in his 
cloſet or ſtudy to the moſt beneficial 
purpoſe. 

Either we deſire and expect to be 
happy for ever, or we do not. If we 
long to go to heaven, which 1s the con- 
tinuing ſeat of happineſs, where peace 
and virtue reign, we muſt intend to 
learn the way thither, and conſequently 
rejoice and be glad to have it clearly 
deſcribed and pointed out to us. This 
way is no where to be found but in the 
ſcriptures; the Bible, therefore, is the 
moſt valuable book in the whole world, 
and every good and wiſe man will eſtee 
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it dearer to him than thouſands of gold 
and fikver. Indeed the worth of this 
book is not only inexpreſſible, but in- 
conceivable, becauſe the Son of God 
himſelf did not diſdain to aſſume our na- 
ture, that be might fulfil the ſcriptures! 
And now, I truſt, that although I 


have not ſaid a ten thouſandth part of 


what could be very truly ſaid, in the 
honour, praiſe, and commendation of 
the holy Bible—that ſweet fountain of 
life and joy to us poor ſtrangers and pil- 
grims on the earth, you will henceforth 
be perſuaded to reckon it, as it really 
is, a volume of infinite importance; and 


beſeech the Lord, who cauſed it to be 


| written for our ſakes, to fill our ſouls 
with 
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with grace and knowledge, that we may 
all perform, as well as underſtand, hat- 
ſoever things are contained therein for 
our learning and ſpiritual improvement. 
The Lord will kindly inſtruct and 
quicken thoſe who ſeek him, and lay up 
his words in their hearts, that they may 
never perſevere in ſinning againſt him. 
You may, probably, complain of the 
myſteries and obſcurities in the Bible; 
but conſider, that we are not required 
to com prehend, but to believe them. 
Submit then, for the preſent, and de- 
pend upon God's veracity, which has 
been tried to the ut termoſt, and never 
yet failed. 
There 
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There are certain things mentioned 
in the Bible, which the angels are ſaid 
to be deſirous of looking into, but they 
are too difficult for the penetration of 
thoſe exalted beings; why then do we 
murmur, becauſe ſuch finite, frail crea- 
tures as we are cannot reſolve and un- 
fold the myſteries in the ſcheme of our 
redemption? _ e 
To conclude. Let us therefore, bre- 
thren, with great humility, modeſty, 
and ſincerity, continue to ſearch and 
ſtudy our Bible; which, notwithſtand- 
ing ſome incomprehenſible, though not 


incredible matters, contained therein, 


are able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, 
through that fruitful faith which is in 
| Chriſt 
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Chriſt Jeſus. And let us contentedly 
wait the arrival of that bright and glo- 
rious morning, when every cloud and 
miſt ſhall vaniſh, and we ſhall no longer 
bebold the Lord our God through a glaſs 
darkly, but face to face, when we ſhall ſee 
bim as be is, and be changed into the ſame 
image from glory to glory. 
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